November 2003

Remembering “Q.”

After we enjoy our traditional covered dish lunch,
Lew Bird will present the program “Remembering
Q.7 the man whose proper name was Sir Arthur
Quiller=Couch (1863=1944). Q. was famous as the
original editor of “The Oxford Beok of English
Verse," He can also be called “Cornishman Extra-
ordinaire™ as he was a prolific writer, lecturer, editor,
poet, critie, scholar and educational reformer.

[ typed his name into the Google search engine and,
in .20 seconds, had 6,830 citations!

The first citation shows his photo (above)
with a paragraph about him and a short list of his
writings which you can read, free of charge, on-line!

The second is like the first followed by a
list of his 12 lectures “On the Art of Writing”, deliv-
cred at Cambridge 1913-1914, each of which you
can read, Read them all at wwav.bartleby.com/ 1 90/

The third, from Violet Books in Bremerton,
WA, 15 an annotated Bibliography of Short Stories
showing 21 volumes including The Delecrable
Duchy. You can go to the proprictor’s list of Q’s
books on hand for sale.

The fourth is at www.fantasticfiction.co.uk
and shows a loooong list of his writings.

You can explore the other 6,826 on your
own. Enjoy!

Bill's a Bard!

On September 6, at Launceston, the Gorseth Kemow
gathered to celebrate its 75" Anniversary, to remem-
ber departed members and to welcome 16 new Bards
to the circle. William J. Cumow, Jr., one of our first
members, formerly of New Jersey, now of Punta
Gorda, Florida, was initiated “for services to Com-
wall in America™ for his contributions on behalf of
Comwall’s history. He is the author of many maga-
zine articles, has given seminars in the United States
and Australia on the emigration of the Cornish, has
served as treasurer and on committees in the Comish
American Heritage Society and has created and, for
several years, maintained a large Curnow database,

When Bill was contacted by e-mail, he tried 10 de-
scribe for us what it meant to him. “What can I say
about becoming a Bard that hasa't already been said?
Beyond @ doubt, it is a very humbling and thought
provoking expericnce.

“Bards occupied an important role in the tnbal Celtic
sociely of our ancestors, so becoming a Bard today

(See Bl cantinwed ow page 33)
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President’s Message

Although we are a month
from Christmas, many of us
are starting to plan for that
festive holiday. We will be §
shopping for gifts for our  §
loved ones and wrapping all 58
the gifts in bright paper and
ribbon. As the granddaugh-
ter of Cornish immigrants, |
was exposed to many hols-
day traditions that were
brought from Comwall.

[ am guessing that Christmas was much
more festive in America for my grandparents than it
was in Comwall when they left in their twenties.
With so many in a family there was little to celebrate
and life must have been very hard.

Many of you bave memories of Christmas
that had their beginnings in Cornwall, I am sure. As
a child, I remember the fruit pudding that Gramma
put together over a few days, put in a cloth and
cooked over a boiling pot of water. This pudding
was very rich and she made a sweel sauce 1o put on
top. My favorite though was the smell of those won-
derful saffron buns baking in the oven. We all knew
they would be heaven to cat. Gramma never cooked
with a recipe and to this day [ am amazed that they
came out the way they did.

At home on Christmas Day long ago, our
whole family gathered around the piano and sang
Merritt Carols and with all those Cornish voices
singing we were bound to leam them. 1 remember
going to church and hearing the Christnas Cornish
carols sung by the choir and eventually my brother
and I joined the choir and sang those old songs with
them.

[ have tried to Keep up the traditions that 1
grew up with and know that many of you have done
this also. Comwall is never far away in our house at
Christmas.

I wish you all a very happy holiday.

Ann

More 100 Greatest Cornish

Being of the Celtic persuasion, we would expect a
number of the famous from Comwall to have gained
their fame inthe arts Poets writers scholars artigts
and entertainers. We give you this list now in case
yvou want books or prints for Christmas gifts.

7-Charles Causley, Launceston poet, teacher and
scaman, Companion of Literature at the Royal Soci-
ety of Luterature, awarded the CBE, Queen's Gold
Medal for Poetry, Kurt Maschler Award, Signal Po-
etry Award, Ingersoll-T.S. Eliot Award, Heywoaod
Hill Prize. Works include Figgie Hobbin, Farewell
Aggie Weston, Johwmy Alleluia, The Young Man Of
Cury and Merrymaid of Zennor.

10-Sir John Opic, known as the “Cornish Wonder™,
portrait painter from St. Agnes who became a star of
the Royal Academy in the 1780s after being discov-
ered working as carpenter and sponsored by Truro
doctor and satirist John Wolcot. Believed to have
painted around 750 major works in his lifetime.
24-Jethro, Comedian of stage and screen who act
includes The Camborne Train

27-Henry Martyn, melancholy Truro missionary and
oriental scholar wheo first translated the Bible into
Sanskrit, Hindustani and other Eastern languages.
29-Ben Luxon, Redruth singer who became one of
the world’s greatest opera stars.

37-Jack Clemo, deaf and blind poet and author from
Goonamaris who eloquently caprured the clay coun-
try around his home in works like Confessions of a
Rebel, Wilding Graft and The fnvading Gaspel.
40-Lilla Miller (Mrs. Rosewarne), known as the
“Queen of Cambome™, comedian and entertainer
whaose recordings include “A Bit of Chat™.

43-Ann Treneer, Gorran teacher and auther of
Schoolhouse in the Wind, much admired for her
recording of Cornish dialect,

44-Joy Stevenson, St. Ives writer, broadcaster and
dialect expert, known as “Maid Lowena",
45-Silvanus Trevail, 19" century architect from
Luxulyan who designed many of Comwall’s great
public buildings, often for John Passmore Edwards,
49-Fanny Moody, Redruth singer known as the
“Cornish Nightingale™, prima donna with the Carla
Rosa Opera Company. .

51-Neville Northey Bumard, Altarnum stonemason
and sculptor whose busts included Edward VII,
Wesley and Thackeray. Feted by London’s high so-
ciety but died a pauper in Redruth.

fSew {0 Carnish comtmued on page 34)
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