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June 2003 Program
by Ann Dalrymple

Al this meeting we are to be treated to music and his-
tory about the Grass Valley Carol Choir and to Cor-
nish Wraslin (wrestling). Mining men and thewr sons
established the choir in the mountains of California.
The boys sang the alto parts. Now women have jomed
the choir. Their tradition is to sing the old Comish
Cinols al Cluistimas and the wwnspeople ook forward
to it. Not all the smgers are Cornish but all loved to
sing those old carols. Eleanor Kenitzer, the present
conductor came to conduct the choir and expected the
carols to be sung the way her music said to sing them.
However, habits are hard to change so Eleanor had to
rewrite the music to the way the peaple knew it

The video was shown on Califomia television and a
friend of mine sent it to me. It shows the choir singing
in modern times on steps in the town and down in a
gokd mine high up in the mountaing, We also will see
an old time choir singing the same carols in that mine.
The music 1s famihar to those of us who sang in our
own church chaoirs
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More on Cornish Surnames
by Nancy Oster Heydt

In an appendix in hisl 969 classic The Cousin Jacks:
The Cornish in America, A. L. Rowse briefly ex-
plored Comish names but published a plea for some-
one 1o do a thorough study of them. As we read in the
last Crier, G. Pawley White promptly answered that
plea with his 4 Handbook of Cornish Surnames pub-
lished fiv 1972 and eanlarged in 1980

Rowse wrote this about Cornish surnames, "The great
majority of Comish people all over the world bear, a5 |
have said, English surnames and in much the same
order of popularity as English people — Williams,
lohns, Thomas, But a minerity bear Comish names
from the old Celtic language by which they are imme-
diately recognizable—Trevelyan, Polglase, Penrose,
Interpeeting these names is a subject of great difficulty,
for they have never been fully studied by qualified
Celtic scholars, and there is very little published on the
subject that is of any value or reliability.....

"Mr. Blewett tells us ( Western Morning News, April
29, 1967), on the basis of his complete analysis of
Comish names from the Voters' Lists of 1933, that
there are still some 750 Celtic names in use, covering
some 7700 of the population in Cornwall. This gives
us an average of 10 people to an old Celtic name, com-
pared with over 6500 of the name of Williams and s
related names. In the course of the last few centuries a
number of Celtic names, some of them famous ones
like Killigrew, have died out; others have died out in
Comwall, but arc represented in America, such as Pen-
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President’s Message
by Ann Dalrymple

Spring has finally come and summer is just around
the corner. In Sussex County, we had snow several
tiines i April but it s60n melted away, Many of

us will be planning and planting a garden or planning
awrip. It would be wonderful to plan a wip o Com-
wall and see spring in Comwall. Every night [ look
at a website from Charles Winpenny. He has photos
and Comwall weather at www .comwalleam co uk/,
Although T am unable to be in the land of my ances-
tors, | can see Cornwall on this website. Ilook for-
ward to viewing the pictures ¢ach night.

Spring starts much carlier in Comwall than it does
here but they have had some very cold weather this
winter. A group of pictures showed it snowing

in Penzance with the palm trees in the background,
which is rather rare. 1 you have & computer and
hiave not discovered this website you might want to
tune it in. 1 know you will enjoy it.

Susan Rescorla inspired all of those of us in atten-
dance at the last meeting. Rick Rescorla, her hus-
band, was a true hero in the rescue of many

people during the destruction of the twin towers on
/11, Rick was a Comishman who kater became an
American citizen! Those of us who descend from
the Coenish realize that our ancestors were also brave
and hardy to Jeave their homeland to come to the far
off land of America and settle in remolte areas of the
country

Barry Tracy and [ are looking for programs for our
meetings, If you know of any, plcase let one of us
know. Iam looking forward to seeing you all on
June Tih,

New Member

Donald Rodda
27 Roosevelt Avenue
Butler, NJ 07405

Dbobbini@nac net
William Williams Rodda b 14 Nov 1845 Porthleven

Please bid him welcome and remember 1o bring
friends and relatives (potential members) to the
meeting with you.

(Surnames continned from page 1)

hallow, Keigwin and Restarick. In 1953

among names dying out in Cornwall were Trerise
(the homestead by the ford) and Pencover (the head
of the stream), of whom only one bearer of cach
name was left"

The following names have been chosen from 4
Handbook of Cornislh Surnames. Thev are mem-
bers’ surnames or names that members are rescarch-
ing. Of course, there are many more. These are just
the ones we happen o have in our Membership datas
baw, Lot me know yours and 'l look it up. Thosc
with a (@ after them appeared on the Rowse list.

BASSETT - Chirgwin® suggests from bassya: be-
come lower or shallow, hence of short stature

BICE ~ Perhaps from bys: finger — a narrow strip of
land between converging streams or tracks, Found
in Newquay district. Early form: Bysse.
BOTTERELL, BOTTRELL, BOTRAL - Probably
onginated from place name Tibida Boterel in S.E.
Brittany, thence to Castello Boterel in Comwall
(1284), now Boscastle, Name now found chiefly in
West Comwall.

BOWDEN, BAWDEN - Comish form of Baudown
Place name Bowden appears in St. Neot and Stratton
parishes.

BRANWELL — From place name Brannel, St,
Stephens, St. Austell. Bran (crow) and suffix —iel,
low-lying arable land frequented by crows. (CF
English: Crowland).

BRAY (@ ~ From bre: hill. Many place names Brea,
Bray, Kelly Bray ctc. Name widcly distributed.
CARGEEG, CARKEEK @~ From car-ke-ck: fort
with hedge around it. Found in West Comwall
CARLYON @-— From car-lyjyon: camp of the le-
gion, or car-leghen; earthwork of slate or shale.
Place names, Carlyon, Kea and St. Minver; Carleen,
Breage; Carleon, Morval,

CARNE - From cam: pile of rocks. Over 100 place
names prefixed by Carn, Name now evenly distrib-
uted throughout Cornwall.

CHELLEW (@- From chy logh: house by the lake or
inlet of water, or chy Lew: house of Lew. Found in
Far-West Cornwall. .

CURNOW @~ From Kernow, Comishman, May be
name given to descendants of Irish Kemns, invaders
of 5® century. Found in Far West Comwall.

DYER - From tyor: thatcher.

EVA, EVEA @- Celtic personal name Hyviu. Place
names Trevio, St Merryn; Gooneva, Gwinear (spelt
Gwynhybyowe 1400). Found mostly in Mid West
Comwall.







