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Feast Day - June 4

St. Petroc

In past Criers and CHSE programs, we have studied
St Piran. Several members have expressed curiosity
about the Cornish "saints” with the sirange names.
Since Cornwall is known as "The Land of Saints,” we

fter some years of study they ook 2 ship for Corn-
wall and landed in the Camel estuary.” (1) Here he
founded his great monastic center: Petroc-stow —
Padstow.

He remained there for many years before
making the pilgrimage of his life, to Rome and
Jerusalem. Aficr that, it is said that he

thought it might be a good idea
to take a2 look at some of them.
If there'’s one you're wonderin
about, let your Egitor know —
we take requests.

We will start with
Petroc because ke is one of the
sesi-loved saints of the souths
west country and his Feast Day
happens to be June 4” (another
rezson (0 fly the Cornish flag),

Pezroce is memorial-
12e¢ in many places throughout
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, | <
as well as in Brivtany and
Wales. Born in Wales, ke is
said to have been the son of 2
Welsh king or chieflain, among
whose grandsons were the great
Saint Cadoc (25 September) .
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spent some ume living as ahermiton a
tiny island in the Indian Ocean (and
jwe thought the Cornish traveled in the
1800s?), before returning to Cornwall.

After his return, Petroc built
2 new chapel and “a mill a1 Nanceven-
ton = the Valley of the Spring or, as
the place was also named after him,
Little Petherick. His life of prayer was
'racco:npanioc' by good deeds 1o man
jand beast, healing many sick people
and, according to certain stories, help-
ing an unhappy dragon who came 0
him with & splinter in its eye; saving 4
stag who took refuge with him from it
pursucrs and converting to Christianily
the rich man' Constantine and his
hunigmen.” (2)

Lazer in lifs, he went, with

and Sziat Gluvias (3 May), making Petroc their uncle,
Along with some of his friends, the voung prince de-
cided to dedicate his life 10 Ged by becoming 2 monk.
They left Wales for “Ireland to benefit from the educa-
tion and piety flourishing in the monastic life there,

12 disciplcs, to live 23 a hermit on
Bodmin Mceor in 2 beehive hut. He left them to form
2 community which became Bodmin. “Perhaps it
was at this place that Petroc especially enjoyed the
ciose affinity with wild creatures that he is credited
with in many of the stories about him and which is

June Meeting

Date: Sawrday, June 1, 2002
Time: Ncon - bring lunch or order pasty with us

Place: Wharton Public Library
Program: Dehwelans 2002 - The Ist Grand
Cornish Homecoming
5 of our members went "Home™ and will share their
experniences with us.
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exemplificd in later images of the saint with a stag
which he is said to have saved from the huat. A more
far-ferched story abeut his time on Bodmin Mcor
concemns his dealings with the spirit of the tyrannical
Jan Tregeagle, who has been ideatified with a partic-
vlarly harch ™ century landowner of that name. For
<ternal punishment that man's ghost was doomed to
baal out the waterss of Dozmary Pool with a cracked
limpet shell, unti] Petroc (possibly wishing his
beloved moor to te free of the damned soul) changed
kis punishment and seat the wretched spisit 10 sweep
the sands of Lece estuary instead.” (3)

He was buried at Padstow. but his relics
(bones, mainly the head) were taken to Bodmin in the
rcign of Henry II. They were put into an ivory casket
or reliquary. In the 16™ century, the shrine was de-
stroyed bue later the religuary, “empty but for a me-
dicval candle” (4) wrned up and is preserved in its
church in Bodmin.

One of the best-loved saints in the south-
west, there aze a number of dedications to Petroc
throughowt Cornwall, Deven and Somerset, as well as
in Wales and Brittany.

For further reading on Petroc, see The Saints of
Corawall by Catherine Rachel John, 1981, published
by Lodenek Pregs and Dvllansow Trusan, and The
Celitic Year by Shirley Toulson, 1993, Element
Books Lid

(1), (2). (4) from John; (3) from Toulson.

Owl in an Ivy Bush

This cxpression cmerged in an c-mail from a lady

wha, “was born just scrogs the water from Falmouth in
St. Mawes, wheee some of my family have lived for a1
least 300 years. My great-grandfather started the ferry
between St. Mawes and Falmouth in the 19th century.”

She asked "if any Coraish dialect words have
survived in communritics in America. There are many
gtill in usa in Cornwall, such as ‘dimpsy” for twilight,
and "wisht’ for not feeling very well! And phrases
used, panicularly by my father’s gencration, such as
Tooking lixe an ow! in an ivy bush' (very untidy hair).”

1 love that expression! Do any of you use or
remember any words or expressions used by your Cor-
nish parents or ancestors? Plcase share them with us.
Call or write or e-mail me about them or see me at the
mesting.

President’s Column
by Virginia Richmond

Fer this column, I am going to relay 1o our member-
ship some of the items of interest that [ have beon
reading in the London Cornish Association Newslet-
ter. Many of you are probably aware of some of the
following.

First of all Cormwall has certainly been hav-
ing a pericd of extremely bad weather during Febru-
ary and March, A student was drowned near Tin-
tagel, and a pregnant woman and baby. were saved
on 2 flooded Launceston road.  Meanwhile. a couple
in danger of teing swept from the Penzance Prome-
nade was saved by the coast guard. A ship, the
Kodima, was blown onto the rocks shedding its load
of wooden planks all over Tregontie Beach in White-
sand Bay. The coastguard was interviewed 2t the
scene by the National News. As the coastguard was
facing the TV camera and telling the public how dan.
gerous it was 10 be standing near the cliff edge, a guy
could be seen behind him having struggled up the
cliff from the beach below with a plank of weed. He
seemned oblivicus of the danger. A gale was blowing
and he could casily have been blown back over the
cliff along with the plank of wood. Another man was
shown elaimung 10 be exértising $ome dndéal Mar.
itime law by using some of the retrieved planks to
mand his fence which had blown down in the wind,
This sounds like Wrecking in the 21 Century!

James Bond s reported 10 have been in
Cornwall recently. The opening scene from his next
film will t2ke place at a beach on Helywell Bay,
(near Newguay) that will doudle for a beach in Ko-
rea. Bond will lead an all out assault and the locals
were warned (o ignore the noise. Another action
scene will probably take place at the Eden Project
and no doubs our hero will be seen scrambling from
danger on the Biomes. The cditer asked, “Do you
think we will sec James Bond cating a pasty?™

In March, “Dateline™ spent over a half hour telling the
story of Rick Rescorla and his heroic rescue of over
2.000 employees of Morgan Stanicy on 9/11. 1called
to order the video of the show but it's not for sale.
Sometimes they re-run segments of their shows. If you
ever get the chance, please videotape it. It should be
in the libraries of CHSE and CAHS.

Or, better yet, if you have it on tape, please
contact me. Naney Hewdt
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