A slide show from two recent visits

Cornwall’s Industrial Heritage
By Bierce Riley, Society for Industrial Archeclogy

If there's a hole in the ground anywhere in the world
There's lukely a Cornishman working at the bottom

The legacy of tin and copper
mining has left its mark on the
Cornish landscape. where hun-
dreds of stone engine houses
with tapering corner chimneys
stand as reminders of Cornwall's
industrial past. Comwall is sig-
nificant in industrial history as
the barthplace of many carly in-
novations in mining, particularly
the Cornish beam engine. Visits
10 1998 and 2001 fosuscd almost
entirely on exploring Cornwall's
mines, engine houses, and min-
eral ramways. Personal con-
tacts at the Trevithick Society
and the Camborne School of
Mines provided private tours of
industrial sites, some not yet open to the public,

1 has been worked or mined in Cornwall
for over 2,000 years. It is used in alloying with cop-
per to form broaze, and mixed with lead 1w produce
pewter. In the carly 19th century, a thin layer of tin
on iron sheet was found to provide a combination of
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sterility and strength ideal for food canning. The
high demand for tin led Cornish miners to dig decp
underground, and their solutions to problems of
draining the mines are considered to be among the
most important developments
n steam pumping engines,

The skills and technolo-
gws Comish miners learned n
their homeland were exported
to mining regions all over the
world, including North and
South America where Comish-
men were cagerly sought as
mine caplains. Cornish tin
mining reached its peak in the
latter half of the 19" century,
but faced serions foreign com-
petition in the 20th century.
Tin mining is almaost extinct in
Cornwall today.

One of the highlights of my visits was the
Blue Hills Tin Streams. a knock-out site with work-
ing ore stamps and other historic separating equip-
ment powered by water from a hillside leat, or race-
way. The Wills family continues to work waste sands
from 200 years of alluvial workings, as well as sands
on beaches leased from the Duchy. Other sites in-
clude the King Edward Mine, housing an extensive
collection of historic surface equipment used to pul-
venze and separate ore, and the Geevor Mine,
worked until the late- 19805 when it was converted to
a museum.

Comish steam pumping engines are some of
the largest in the world, with three remaining engines
kept in working order for demonstration purposes.
Both the 80-in cylinder pumping engine of Robin-
son's Shaft (1854), and the 90-in cylinder Harveys
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pamping engine at Taylor’s Shaft (1892) run on com-
pressed air. The Levant Engine, a 24-in winding en-
gine, 15 the oldest surviving engine in Cornwall and
runs on live stream generated by a diesel boiler,

Both tnps mcluded a day at the Great Dorset
Steam Fair, the world's largest showing of stcam en-
gines, near Dorchester in the Dorset countryside,
The event atiracts over 200 working steam engines
on the 500-acre site. It features demonstrations in
stcam ploughing and heavy hauling while over a hun-
dred fair and street organs provide music throughout
the farrground. Three dozen showmen's engines pro-
vide all the on-site clectricity.

| Bierce Riley is Past Presadent of the Roe-

bling Chapter Society for Industrial Archeology and a
trustee of the Historic Speedwell and the North Jer-
sey Highlands Historical Society. She has sat on the
Board of Trustees of the national Society for Indus-
trial Archeology, held a seat on the Morristown His-
toric Preservation Commission, and is a former
trustee of the Morris County Historical Society,
Holding a degree in chemistry from Drew University
and an M.B.A. in pharmaceutical marketing, she is
self-employed as a marketing rescarch consultant.
Ms. Riley devotes much of her free time to rescarch-
ing industrial and technological developments in
Morris County, New Jersey. Particular interests are
walerpower, the early iron industry, bridges, and the
social structure of mining and industrial communitics.
She was employed as an historian on the New Jersey
Historse Bridge Inventory.

President's Message

For the past few years my own personal family history
research has fallen by the wayside. My excuse has
been that I'm oo busy with volunteer commitments to
do any of my own genealogy. This is the hobby that I
started in 1982 after enrolling in a beginning geneal-
ogy course taught by our own, Nancy Heydt. Re-
scarching family history is a thoroughly ¢njovable,
addictive, engrossing hobby.  Another problem that |
recognized was that there were numerous papers in
piles on or near my desk due to lack of file space and
orgamzation. This, of course, means total frustration
cach time [ attempted to locate a specific paper or doc-
ument.

Well, it is true that I, like many of you, am
eatremely busy with conununity activities and conmmit-

ments. However, I reached a point where [ felt that
there must be a way 10 solve my space problem and
allow a hule time for personal research. Then I read
the President’s Column in the latest issuc of the
newsletter of the Monmouth Co Genealogy Society.
She addressed this same problem and encouraged all
members 1o schedule several days to get files in order
and then schedule some time on a regular basis for
personal research, Her encouraging words pushed me
into the following action.

First of all, I checked thoroughly my four-
drawer file cabinet. [t was packed tight. Some files
must come out!  An open-minded search of the house
brought to mind an old 2-drawer file cabinet that is
packed with files no longer in use. [ cleaned it out
and moved a whole section of genealogy teaching files
there thus freeing up space for the piles of paper on
my desk. 1am slowly getting these loose papers into
appropriate file categories. The desk 15 looking beiter
and eventually 1 may see its clear surface.

My next step will be to review my entire fam-
ily genealogy and print some up-to-date charts. This
should help to identify research that needs 1© be com-
pleted and give me new direction. I then will set aside
some time on a regular basis for my family history.,

How about you? A couple of years ago some
of our members presented a program to our Society on
getting started in family lustory research, Members
were asked 10 spend some time at home identifying all
their family photos. This is important for future gener-
ations whether or not you intend to do any serious re-
search

Another important suggestion was that s
search be made for all tamuly documents that could be
used as aids in family rescarch. These should all be
then kepl in one place and documented.

Many of you have written articles for the
Cricr about your ancestors complete with photos when
available, However, there are many members who
have good intentions but haven't sat down to apply
themselves to this task. Think how proud you will be
to sce vour family in print when you expend just a lit-
tle effort.

Stop making excuses for yourself, like 1did.
This is the time to GET MOVING!







