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Our June Program

Stanley L. Schoonmaker

Stanley L. Schoonmaker i5 a 70-year resident of
Dover and a product of the local schools. He gradu-
ated Irom Montclair State Teachers College in 1953
and began a career in the Dover Public Schools that
lasted almost 42 years, retiring in September 1994 as
the Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools. He
tells us, “Since retining I have been very active in the
Dover Area Histonical Society with one of my most
mvolved projects being the publishing of ‘Images of
America - Dover,” a pictorial history of the Town."”

He will be presenting a PowerPoint (com-
puter generated) program of photos dealing with the
earher history of the Dover area including photos of
the Morris Canal in both Dover and Wharton among
other subjects. The program is & project of the Dover
Area Historical Socicty. In the past two years he has
made numerous presentations to local schools as well
ax to a vanety of Moris Counly vrganizations includ-

ing a major show at the Baker Theatre last September,

He attempis 10 present photos in a Then and Now
fashion. There will be an opportunity for audience
participation during the show.

Cemetery Spruce Up

On Saturday, May 19th, we'll meet at Or-
chard Street Cemetery for our second annual ceme-
tery yard work day to help to spruce it up for
Memorial Day.

See instructions 1o the cemetery and other
suggestions on the last page.

If you can’t work with us, bring a chair and
come cheer us on and supervise.

June Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 3, 2001
Time: Noon. Bring your lunch or order a
pasty and drink from Rocky's
Place: Wharton Library
Maln Street
Wharton, NJ
Program: Stanley Schoonmaker

“History of Dover”
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Thiz photo came from Kathy
- Atwood's story on the Rowe family that

-
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~ Generations of the Rowe family
lived in Ifarazion In a section calied *“The
Cilft™ overiooking the causeway to the
Mount.

This wonderful photo is a mod-
ern view taken at low tide on the cause-
way from St. Michael’s Mount fooking
toward Marazion.

Photo courtesy of Charlag Winpenny
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My Cornish Immigrants

My Rowe Family Comes to America

by Kathleen Rowe Atwood

In 1866, there was a devastating slump in Comwall's
copper mining industry, causing a large scale emigra-
tion abroad. So many left Cornwall that between
1860 and the end of the 19th century, the census
recoeds a 13% loss of population, or about 50,004
people. Some immigrated to America, 1o the mining
regions of Peantylvania and New Jersey. By the
1840s and 18505, there was a move was towards Up-
per Michigan's ore fields, particularly the copper
mines of the Keweenaw, and the iron mines of the
central and far west regions.

Our branch of the Rowe family was first es-
tablished in Marazion, Cornwall, It s located on
Mount's Bay on the southern coast of western
Cornwall.

Marazion 15 a place with ancient origins,
Offshore 5 an island called St. Michael's Mount that
has been identified in Roman writings as "lctis®. The
two, Marazion and the Mount, are almost always re-
garded as being together. Tin was mined and ex-
ported in large quantities from Cornwall 10 the Euro-
pean continent during the Roman period. In 1538, a
T ge cachie of arient weapons was foumd in sonre o
workings nearby, and a Roman pot dating from the
3rd or 4th century BC was found near Marazion
Brdge in 1793

View of St. Michael's Mount from Marazion,
(from a 10th eent. phals)
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In 1237, Henry III granted Marazion a char-
ter, making it the oldest chartered town in Cornwall.

For centuries, mined ores were exported by
traders and shipped from the harbors in and around
Marazion and The Mount, Several mines surrounded

the town, mines with names like Wheal Prosper,
Wheal Crab, Wheal Rodney, Tolvaddon, and South
Neptune. Another industry that contributed to the
area was fishing. Markets have been a major aspect
of life 1n this area for centuries. They were popular
and well-patronized, and brought much commerce 10
the town. During the Middle Ages, the 1own was
called *Market Jew", from the busy weekly markets
held on Thursdays {"Jeu" was the Cornish word for
the fifth day of the week, Thursday). It was from this
name "Market Jew" thiat the name Marazion is de-
rived. Gradually, in part dee to the slump in the
mines, Marazion lost its prestige as an area of com-
merce.

Marazion has always been a destination for
pilgrims and other travelers. In 1425, a causeway
was built to the Mount to enable townspeople and
other worshippers during low tde 1o gain access o it
for worship. As the vacationing, or holiday, concept
caught on during Victorian and Edwardian times,
Marazion, with its mild, aimost 'Mediterranean’, ¢h-
mate and beautiful land and seascapes became a pop-
ular tourist area for people searching a respite from
Iife in the Big cities. It remaling 3o 1o this day.

It 15 here in Marazion in the 17705, that Per-
ran and Frances (nee' Barns) Rowe raised their chil-
dren. Perran was not from Marazion, neither was
Frances. He was from Perranuthnoe {about 2 miles
away), and she wes from St. Erth a little farther awny.
However, his children were christened in the parish
of St. Hilary, which contmined Marazion at the ime,
As time went on, most of the children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren of Perran and Frances Rowe
Jived in and around Marazion

Eventueally, some of their descendants cmi-
grated to the United States, Wales, New Zealand,
Australia, and elsewhere, But this narrative will fo-
cus on the emigration of the members of the family of
a grandson named Henery Rowe, He and his wite,
Jane (nee” Renowden) Rowe, lived at a place in
Marazion called "The Clff" which was within walk-
ing distance of St. Michacl's Mount. They had nine
children during the more than 40 yaars they were
marnied. They were Thomasine, Jane, Mary, Eliza-







