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A VERY SPECIAL CHSE MEETING
Cornwall’s Secrets &

Mysterious Gardens

Mrs. Sylvia Pender Johns will travel from Dulwich
Village, London, to New Jersey 1o present us with a
very special shdetalk show about Cornwall.

She was born and brought up in Cornwall,
her ancestors’ home for many centunes. She stll has
that home and often stays there. She hag been a guest
speaker on board the liners "QE2" and "Vistafjord'
{now Caronia) as well as at venues in Great Britain
and the United States

Her past and present activitics include:

Chairman of the ladies’ branch of the Institu-
non of Mining & Metallurgy.

Vice-President of the Women's Fellowship,
American Church, London.

Committee Member of the Nanonal Asaoci-
ation, Decorative Fine Arts Society.

Guide at the Royal Academy of Arts and at
Chartwell, home of Sir Winston Churchill.

Life Member and Volunteer - National Art
Collections Fund.

Please jomn us and help us welcome Mrs.
Pender Johns. Guests are always welcome.

September Meeting
Date:  Satwurday, September 9, 2000
Time: 12 Noon

Place:  Wharton Library
Main Street
Wharton, NJ
Lunch: Buy a pasty or bring your lunch

Program: Sylvia Pender Johns
Cornwall's Gardens & Mysteries

==

The G Family - back row left to nght: John Edwards G
Liack), Hamy Raymeond Gill (Harry) and Jamas Walter
GV (Waltai). Fromt row: James Wilkam G {Jamss).
Mabe! Jotanna GIV (Mabey), Jofanna McOougal GiV
{Johanna) with Ecna May GW (Eans) in fronf of Mabel

My Cornish Immigrants series

My Cornish Roots

by Chris Gill

Five years age 1 knew that [ was mostly English
with some Scottish, Welsh-and French parts. Then I
decided to visit England to see for myself who was
who within my English lincage, from where they
came and what I could find out about them,

At this point I contacted my Aunt Eleanor
(Lanyon Gill) about family names, dates and places
that were known already and which I might have to
dig some for. After exchanging some mails and a
few calls, I had obtained data on about four gencra-
tions of Gill's going back to about 1820 in Cornwall.
I had some data on marnage families too and so I had
a total of about 40 people that was the beginning of
my family tree

(Gill Rovis vontinsed or page 24)
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President's Column

A big thank you to those members who turned out for
our June meeting 1o help check records in the Or-
chard Street Cemetery in Dover. We had lunch and a
business meeting in the Wharton Library and then
proceeded to the cemetery. You may remember that
the weather was perfect that day.

Jum Linle and his cemetery group were very
well orgamized. They had ample computer printouts
of tombstones previously recorded and these were
distnibuted. He then divided us by twos and cach
couple was assigned a section of the cemetery, We
! proceeded to check each stone noling any discrepan-
| cies as we went along and adding any that had not
been recorded

1 find it impossible to read memorial stones
and not wonder who they were, what their lives were
like, and what happened 1o them in the end. How sad
it was to find one family sometime in the 1800s with
ten (10) tny tombstones. Five of these were in a row
actually touching each other and five more were back
to back. All were babies and small children and most
were at least partly readable. 1 remember a couple of
them saying, “Robert son of....age 14 days, John son
of...age 18 days ctc. How did they cope with such
' tragedy?

How welcome it was as we completed our
assignments to find that Jim Litle's group had sel up
punch and cookies for us right in the cemetery, We
thank them very much for their thoughtfulness, plan-
ming, and guidance. Jim said that we had accom-
plished a sizable amount that day. All present agreed
that it was a very rewarding experience and that we
had fun.

New Members

| Are you Irying to recruit? Have you wold anyone
. about CHSE? Have you given a gift membership to
your children? Grandchildren? Christmas is coming!

Essay Contest

Enclosed in the last Crier was a flyer about the Steven
R. Cumnow Memonal Award Essay Contest.

We are determined that this first year be suc-
cessful. Because it is the first year, prizes are less
than they will be in the future. The Cornish Amerncan
Heritage Scciety 15 awaiting federal approval of
501¢.3 tax status and hoping that, once that is secured,
donations will increase. The hope is to establish a
growing fund and have the annual prizes come from
interest on the principle. Next year we might be able
to send the winning student to Cornwall for a
semester.. and hope to bring a Cornish student Lo
North America — either wo the United States or Canada
for a semester. What a wonder{ul opportumity that
would be for students!

So, please talk to any high school juniors and
seniors (or even those who graduated this past June)
that you know and urge them to enter. Also talk o
any teachers or administrators you know and tell them
of this contest. Questions? Call Nancy Heyd1.

The theme for this year is “A Cornish Legacy
in North America.” An essay can be about a person,
family, profession or trade, or any regional aspects
that relate 1o the Cornish in North America.

Entries must be postmarked October 1, 2000.
Essays can be up 0 3,500 words with any additional
documentation included as additional material. U.S.
students should submit an original and three (3)
copies to Nancy O. Heydt, 5 Hampton Court, Nep-
tune, NJ 07753-56712,

NOTE: If you'd like flyers to give 10 your
school, etther copy the one that was in your last issue
of the Crier or call me and I'll send them to you. You
might also send one to your local weekly paper...or
call me with the name and address of the paper and |
will happily send them a notice.

Directions to Wharton Library

Exit Interstate 80 at Wharton. Take a right onto
Dewey Avenue into Wharton. At light, turn left onto
Main Street and go until you see the Library on your
night,

Parking is behind the Library, around the
block. across the street from Rocky's Pasty shop.







