—

Many of you will remember our meeting two years
ago when our society toured Orchard Street Ceme-
tery in Dover, NJ. Jim Little, Board Director of the
cemetery conducted this tour, It is estimated that
85% of the approximately 3000 people buried in Or-
chard Street are Cornish. Many of our members
have ancestors there.

Founded in 1851 and incorporated in 1854,
Orchard Swreet Cemetery has always been private -
owned and operated by a Board. Unfortunately,
most of the cemetery records have been lost over the
years.

To remedy this situation, the current board
has been working hard to reconstruct the records,
One part of this project is to copy all the headstones,

Much has been done, Our society's part on Saturday.

June 3, will be to double check information already
gathered about the tombstones. After lunch, and a
brief business meeting, we will divide up into pairs
and proceed to the Orchard Street Cemetery. Wear
good walking shoes. Please bring the following

Orchard Street Cemetery

Flora Dance

In 1963, the chidren
were drenched by a downpour
during their earty moming pan
of the traditional Helston
“Furry” Dance.

Here you see umbrelas in
avidanca and, If you look
Cogely, you can 962 her hair
plastered to their heads... but
, they're stll wearing big smilas

as they dance down the
straet,

{See story and more photos
an tha next paga)

] |

items: clipboard, pen or pencil, and paper. You may
wish to bring bug spray, sunscreen, a hat, and a fold-
ing chair. We will have some extra clipboards and
supplics.

Bathroom facilities will be available very near to the
cemetery in the American Legion Hall.  Well over
30 members attended our March meeting. We hope
to see even more of you in Jupe

June Meeting

Date : Saturday, June 3, 2000
Time: 11 a.m. Note Time Change
Place: Wharton Public Library
Main Street
Wharton, NJ
Program: Checking Cemetery Records

Meet at the Library, cat lunch (Rocky's or bring
your own), cover some business and then go to the
Orchard Street Cemetery.
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Flora Day, Helston

by Suzanne Trythall*

May 8" 1999 was a very special Flora Day for the
pupils of Nansloe School and their headteacher. This
year the school was leading the four Helston schools
and were dancing behind the first band. The chal-

dren's dance, introduced in 1922, starts at 10 am.

fool of myself in front of so many people? Would [
have enough time to change from my school outfit
into my mid-day one?

I told my long suffering deputy head that |
had just added a new duty 1o his job description and
he graciously accepted 10 be my partner! He had
danced once before so

Everyone is dressed
in white with the
boys wearing their b 1
school tics and the
girls in head-dresses
with the flower of
their s&chool, Our
flower is the daisy,
Children who were
born in Helston
dance at the front

Invitations
to take part in the
Principal Dance at
mid-day are eagerly

Susan and her escort are third from the lelt & in above pholo at right,

"’, & knew the ropes. One of
G my staff kindly offered to
B make my outfit so I hurried
; off to a fabric shop in
Truro and spent hours
choosing a pattern and ma-
terial, When fabnic 1s cho
sen the bolt 15 marked so
that no other dancer can
W select it 1 also made sure
I wore a pair of flat com-
fortable shoes that 1 had
had for some time,

The evening be-

awaited by local peo-

ple. The leading two couples are always Helston
born. One can apply for a place and invitations are
also sent to people who represent the local commu-
mity, 1 was very surprised and thnilled when an invi-
tation arrived for me at school, My next feelings
were ones of anxiety - Who would [ choose for my
partner? What would I wear? Could I dance in a
long dress over such a long distance, weaving in and
out of buildings without tripping over and making a

- fore Flora Day all the
dancers taking part in the Principal Dance met in the
chapel hall to practise. It went very well and | man-
aged not 1o hop up in the air at the wrong time. No-
bady, except the leading two couples know the order
in which they will be called to dance. There is great
anticipation as the places are announced. All move-
ment between partners happens within a set of four
and we were lucky 1o be partnered with & couple who
had danced many times before.







