November 1959

- Don'T MATTER VTARL IO WR S Tt e
OR ONE AN’ ALL WHAT COME BRE | .
5 We'M ALWAYS GLAD TO SEE. 4
AND THO' OUR HOMESTEAD'S ‘UMBLE,
YET WARM HEARTS HEREIN DWELL:
. THERE'LL BE NO CAUSE TO GRUMBLE.
WELL SURELY TREAT &F WELL.

Noa UP-TO-DATE YOU KNAW ;

Bur wWHAT WE ATE 1S CORNISH.
MADE WITH SUBSTANTIAL DAUGHr'-
For Pas7iEs, PELCHRDS. CRAME AND ALL.
THERES PLENTY 'ro,sa'ﬁo\., Al

November meeting Christmas Meeting

Date:  Saturday, November 13, 1999 |  Ceovered Dish
Time: Noon Our November program will begin with a

E: . " . covered dish luncheon. Please bring a dish of your
Place: St. John's Methodist Church e o PRy

Church & Grove Streets
Wharton, NJ Christmas Chorale
After dessert, our Cherale Group, organized

Program: by Sylvia Hadowanetz and accompanied on the piano

G okered dish Tomcheon by Dom Dunn, will entertain us as they have done

) $0 well in the past.
Christmas Chorale
Bring and tell Bring & Tell

Following our music we plan a Bring & Tell session




November 1999

Carnish Crier

{also known as Show & Tcll or Drag & Brag). We
are asking each member to bring something of
importance to them or their famaly and tell us about
it. Some suggestions: family items or artifacts,
photos. genealogy finds, certificates, quilts, albums,
el el

Christmas Customs

Last year, we each made a Tosh Nadelik or
Christmas Bush. So we know something of the
traditional Cornish Christrmas decorations. There
were other Christmas customs and some
superstiions. What follows is taken directly from
Nadeltk Kernowak A Cornish Christinias by J. E.
and R. R. M. Gendall, Teere ha Tavaz*, 1991

Most of the old Cornish customs have died
out, though a few have survived among the more
traditional familics. Some are being reintroduced,
and adopted again with great enthusiasm.

It was not only homes that were decorated.
[f there was a stone cross in the neighbourhood it was
whitewashed and decorated, and the boats would
have a bunch of greenery tied 10 the masthead; it was
believed that this conferred the power of speech on
the vessel, but st could only speak to other boats that
carried Christmas decorations, The power of speech
only lasted for the twelve days of Christmas.

Cattle were said to fall on their knees and
pray at midnight, and shippen doors were left cpen
for them to enter. No stables nor shippens were
beled over Chrstmas night, but woe to the person
who spied on the praying amimals! To watch their
wurslip st death within the year.

The best of ox or milch cows was
traditionally given the com-dolly made on the Larm at
the previous harvest. Each region, sometimes each
farm, had its own particular design of “dolly” which
was presented to the beast in a solemn manner.

Each year the yule fire was kindled from a
picce of charred wood rescued from the previows
year's Chnistmas log. In Cornwall it was called the
“mock™ or “block™, and had cither the face or figure
of a man drawn or carved on the end. Sometimes in
place of a “mock™ faggots of wood bound with
thirteen willow withies were burnt. It was considered
possible to foretell the future according to the order
in which the withies burned, .,

In some regions of Cornwall at Christmas
curranty or saffron buns were made into birdlike
shapes with frut for eyes and such was called a
“Dilly Bird". In dialect the midnight hour was called
the “Dilly Hour”. We do know that while eating it
the Dilly Carol was traditionally sung, and the song
makes reference to the “Dilly Bird™: “Nine it is the
[nlly Bird that’s never seen but heard-o!"

*Teere ha Tavaz is Land and Language, a non-
political organization dedicated to the promotion of
Cornish heritage and culture. They use the old
Cormish proverb, “A man without a language has lost
his land.” < “Dean hel wvaz a gullus ¢ deere.”







