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Brays & Bards—I| to r: Carolyn Bray, Bard Michael Gill, their guide in
Comwall, Grand Bard Ann Trevenen Jenkin, Harry Bray
Michazl and Ann are sporting the tartan tie and scarf

' Both Harry and Carolyn
o have Cornish backgrounds. His Bray
8 Iinc comes from Cornwall and during
a Inp there in Sepiember, they were
able to trace the family back to 1818
ving in Delabole and working as a
slater. His great grandfather came 1o
this country around 1890 and worked
as a slater here. Both sides of
M Carolyn's family are Cornish. All of
her family came from the Delabole
and Tintagel areas of Cornwall. Her
family lines are Parsons, Jago,
Cowling, Sweet, Lobb, Hooper, and
Arthur, all from that area. They came
to the USA abour the same period as
the Brays. They also all worked in the
slate industry. During their trip in
September, they visited Jage
relatives who sull hive in Cornwall
The Bray's have wisited Cornwall

2 Projectors, 2 Screens

Harry and Carolyn Bray will be presenting an audio-
visual program on the Slate industry in Cornwall and
the Slate Belt of Peangylvamia This shide preseatation
takes about one hour and includes music, narration,
interviews with Comwall natives and pictures of both
Cornwall and the Slate Belt. They will use 1wo
projectors and two screens in presenting the program.
In the past they have used as many as four projectors
and three screens

Now retired, Harry taught chemistry in the
Pen Argyl Area School System for 31 vears. During
this time he was Athletic Director for 21 years and
Yearbook advisor for 13, in addition to doing some
coaching. Carolyn worked for her parents in the
family florist business until closing it for health
reasons. Later she was employed by a professional
photographer in his darkroom, as photo retoucher and
wedding photographer. Traveling and photography
have always been Bray hobbies. They have taken
thousands of slides over the years around the world.

twiee In thelr wavels and hope 0
return in the not-too-distant future

Harry and Carolyn are Charter Members of
the Pennsylvanmia Cornwall Association-Penkernewek
and have been active singe its beginnings. Harry is
the treasurer and Carolyn i the scerctary and cditor of
their newsletter, “Penkernewek.” In addition to that,
they volunteered to co-chair the 10th Gathening of
Cornish Cousins to be held July 28-August 1. 1959 in
Pen Argyl, their hometown

See you there?

Fourth Annual Meeting

Date: Saturday, February 27
Time: 12 Noon
Place: Wharten Public Library
Main Street, Wharton, NJ
Program:
Carolyn & Harry Bray, Penkernewek
The Slate Industry in Cornwall and Pennsylvania
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Elections

According 1o our ByLaws, it"s ume for an election.

The Nominating Committee has presented
the following slate of officers for the election at our
upcoming Annual Meeting. Though this slate is
offered, there will be nominations from the floor
the meeting. We hope to find volunteers who will fill
the two secretanal positions that are open.

President: Virginia Trythall Richmond

1" VP-Program: Sylvia Stephens Hadowanetz
2" VP-Membership: Nancy Oster Heydt
Secretary: You?

Corr Sec-Publicity: You?

Treasurer: Alan Rowe

Hiswrian: Charles Curnow

The Secretary takes minutes of meetings. He

- or she doesn't need shorthand or a computer. A pad

and pengil will be fine (and we'll talk slowly), We
have only four meetings a year and the Board has met
about twice a year in addition to that, so you would
not be signing up for a big job.

The Cor Sec (as they call it in Cornwall) job
15 to get us some publicity. We'd like a press release
sent at the time of each of our four meetings and
maybe one other if we think of anything o publicize.
It"s not a demanding job. Please step up and help out.

Lily May (1896-1998)

Lily (May)} May has become familiar to many who
read this newsletter, We were saddened to learn of
her death on November 24. On February 6%, she
would have celebrated her 103” birthday. Our
sympathy goes to CHSE member Edna (May)
Molyneaux, her daughter, and the rest of her family,
Edna wrote, “She was a wonderful soul and

- [lived] with me for 20 years, We had three trips to

Cornwall - which were very enjoyable, She was able
to tell me and show me where we were all born and
also the older generations, She had a very healthy
life and retained her wits until the end. ...

“To say that I miss her is an understatement
- but I'm glad she was with us for so long....We all
have fond memonies which cannot be taken away.,
Also we know where she 15, she was a good Christian

| all her life.”

Family History Research part V
Census Records

The Federal Census is probably one of the first public
records you'll ever use, and one of the most fun.
And, usually when you read a census on one of your
family members, you learn something new—
sometimes surprising. Books have been written on
census records. We have room here for only a few
essential facts.

One of the things genealogists must
remember 15 that most of the records we commonly
use to search for our ancestors were not created with
us in mind. The United States has taken the census
every ten years since 1790 in order 10 count people
and thereby apportion representatives to the lower
house of Congress. To proleel the privacy of those
whose names appear in each census, population
schedules are restricted for 72 years afiter the census
1$ taken and are not available to rescarchers. So the
1230 census will be availablc to us in April 2002. ..
not that far away!

1790 and 1800 were simply population
counts. Beginming in 1810, additional information
was added such as statistics of manufacturing,
industry, and agricolture and other social and
cconomic data. In some years mortality schedules, a
list of people who died during the previous year,
were collected, All these are referred to as “non-
population schedules™ and can be helpful 1o
gencalogists.

There are certain general facts for new
researchers o be aware of. The census was taken
every 10 years. We can read those taken from 1790
through 1920 but some are better and more
informative than others. (New Jersey census records
prior to 1830 were destroyed.) 1790 through 1840
gives the name of the head of the household. Other
members are represented by tick marks under sex and
age groups, It's helpful but frustrating. In 1850 we
begin to see the names of every person in the
houschold but not until 30 years later will we know
their relationship to the head of the house, 188015 a
wonderfully informative census and 1900 15 probably
the best, for our purposes. Tragically, the 1890
census was almost 1otally destroyed by fire. 1890 s a
year that was critical for many of us whose Cornish
ancestors had been arriving from 1860 through the
early 1900s, See Census on page 4
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