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Christmas
Meeting

Deck the Halls

The tradinonal decoration in many Cornish
households was the Tosh Nadelik or Christmas Bush (or
kissing ball). Cormwall has few pine trees, so our
traditional Christmas tree would have been very expensive
and, therefore. not an option.

This year, we'll try something new—making a
Tesh Nadelik. Basically it’s two wooden hoops decorated
with greens, ribbon, bows, fruit, nuts, mistletoe and a
candle. We will supply vou with the hoops, some nbbon,
faux candles and a few greens, Please bring some tape,
ribbon, garland, pine cones, frut (apples, oranges), nuts or
ather decorative items that might festive and not 100 beavy?

Troll the ancient yuletide carol

Sylvia Stephens Hadowanetz and the CHSE
Chorale have been rehearsing Thomas Merritt's traditional
carols and will perform for us. Doreen Dunn will be their
accompanist. After their Mermilt repertoire, they will lead
us in some carols and, maybe some Cormish ballads,

Festive Foods

Since so much else is happening at our Christmas
meeting, we decided a cover dish would be too much. So,
as usual, bring your lunch or order a pasty from Rocky's
and please bring a dessert to share, ...Cornish if possible.

November meeting
Date:  Saturday. November 21, 1998
Time: Noon
Place: St John's Methodist Church
Church & Grove Streets

Wharton, New Jersey

Whit:  Christmas Chorale
Sing-Along
Christmas Bush - Tosh Nadelik craft corner

Family History Research part IV
Some Basics

This should have been in the first article, There are three
basic rules that a genealogist should follow from the start,
Jjust to keep things simple, understandable and consistent.

When writing a surname, it’s good practice to pul
it all in capital ketters so that it stands out and so that people
will know it's a surname and nothing else (like a street, or
town, or middle name). The clearest way to put the names
of a married couple is “John Edgar & Mary (HOCKING)
ROWE. That means that John Edgar ROWE married Mary
HOCKING. Surnames can be confusing. “Edgar” could be
a surname but this clearly shows it to be a middle name.

On the Ancestor Chart, Mrs. Rowe should be listed as Mary
HOCKING. [f her name 1s not (yet) known, leave a blank,
or write Mary (?) if you feel something must be there.

The second gusdeline 1s for wniting dates. Dates
are written a number of ways: June 12, 1966; 6/12/66; 12
Tun 1966, The first is how we usually write a date in a
letter. The second is our American shorthand. The third is
the genealogically proper way to wrile a date, for the very
good reason that it is simple, shorter than the first, requires
no puncteation and cannot be mistaken for any other date.

6/12/66 is December 6 1f vou're in the military or
any of the British isles. And, after you get into family
history a bit, it could be June 12" or December 6 of 1866,
1766 or - well, you get the point. So the best way o write
a date genealogically s date first, followed by the 3-letter
month, followed by (with no punctuation) the 4-digit year

The third “rule” concerns place names. It is good
practice, if sometimes a nuisance, to include the county
when you write a place name for births, marmages or
deaths, Itis probably to that county that you'll have to
write or 20 to get the record. Make it easy in the first place,
and clear for people who follow up on your research. So -
Dover, Morris, NI or Dover township, Ocean, NJ. Or
Belmawr, Camden, NJ rather than Belmar, Monmouth, NJ.
Do you mean Franklin in Middlesex, Bergen, or Sussex,
NJ?7 (Remember we had a Governor Franklin.) Make life
simple. Write it completely the first ume.




P o A o e S e -

A New Book Available
Highly Respectable
Families

1"ve just sent for a new book called Highly Respectable
Families: The Cornish of Grass Valley, California 1854-
1954 by Sharley Ewart with Harold T, George.

The book flyer says.-

Expenienced Cornish miners came to the American colonies
long before the Revolution. In 1737 Peter Grubb owned an
iron mine in Pennsylvania; in the 1820s the Cornish were
the first foreigners in the lead mines of Wisconsin and
Illinois. When gold was found at Sutter’s mill in 1848 they
rushed to California to engage in “gold streaming.” A few
families had settled in Grass Valley as early as 1852, and
by 1870 the number of “Cousin Jacks and Cousin Jennies™
in that village was large indeed. Before the century ended,
Cornish emigrants had attained a presence so visible and
forceful they controlled much of the local business,
education, and politics. Cornish customs influenced the
ethical and moral standards of the entire community,

Here is a vivid and highly readable account of
what happened during 100 years of nearly constant
emigration from Cornwall to Califormia. Shirley Ewart
interviewed dozens of persons to write these fascinating
and highly personal biographics of cight representative
families. The author says of her experiences:

When [ first came 1o Grass Valley in 1979, 1
intended to interview people from Cornish mining families
in order to understand what motivated them or their
forebears to immigrare 1o Califernia, how that emigration
was accomplished, and what forces served 1o integrate the
migran: into the new community. [ also wanted to look at
Cornisk values to see if they supporred or impeded
acculturation to life in the U, S,

What I had rot counted on was the tremendous
xindness with which these folks treated me as 1 asked them
to tell me about their lives and those of their parents and
grandparents. They shared diaries, journals, photos and
press cuttings. They treated me 10 Cornish cream 1eas,
pasty dinners, miner’s lunch bucket cookies and “heavy
cake.” It is amazing that, of all those I asked for an
interview, not one turned me down.

192 pages, 5 maps, 43 illustrations, Cornish names,
mining terms, recipes, bibliography, index. Paperback,
ISBN 0-933994.18.4, $16.50 plus $2.50 shipping and
handling ($.75 s&h for each additional book ordered).
Make checks payable to Comstock Bonanza Press and mal
to them at 18919 William Quirk Drive, Grass Valley, CA
95945

Included with the book’s flyer was a sheet of
“Common Cornish Surnames™ taken from the book. It was
one of the longest I've ever seen!

Celtic Women International

In May, we told you about this new organization and its
furst annal conference, “Being Together,™ 1t was held in
October in Milwaukee. The theme “Being Together" was
taken from a paragraph in Morgan Llywelyn's book, Bard.

Jeanne Thomas, president of the Cornish Society
of Lower Michigan, sent us some of her impressions of this
exciting event, For me, mecting cur Cornish Grand Bard,
Ann Trevenen Jenkin was one of the highlights of the
conference. Ann spoke twice (o more than 100 women
registered for the conference. On Friday she spoke on
"Women in Cornish Society”. Saturday afternoon the 1opic
was "Bards" presented along with Morgan Llywelyn, a
Bard from Ircland. Ann is a Cornish language speaker,
wriler, poet, leacher and political activist. With her
encouragement, cur small Cormish representation (about
1'0%) shared our interest and heritage with our new fnends.

The other speakers were:

Jeannie Cissne, a direct descendant of Grace O'Malley, the
Irish pirate

Joan Gill, Storyteller of Manx Tales and Folklore

Freida Kelly, lecturer on Ann Devlin and the Women of
1798

Moregan Llywelyn, a novehst and Irish Historian

Meda Ryan, an author of five historical books of Ireland

Beth Vaughan, a traveler from Medieval Ircland as Biddy

O'Byrne

In addition to this report from Jeanne, we received
a “Special Issue"” of the brand new “The Celtic Women
International Newsletrer” edited by Jean Jolliffe, .. untl an
editor can be found, She assured potential volunteers that
they need not live in the Milwaukee area. “"With the advent
of e-mail and fax, we are only a few minutes apart from one
(See CWi continued o page 34)

32






