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Orchard Street Cemetery

Founded n 1851 and incorporated 1854, Orchard Sireet
Cemetery was replaced the original own cemetery al
Ford’s Pond. It had been a garden (the board members
today often refer to it as “the garden™), the garden of
William L. Young, a Dover baker. He donated it 10 the
board, It has always been a private cemetery — owned
and operated by a Board. The gatchouse was built in
1886. The Board has the records on the bwlding of the
gatchouse. Jim laughingly said they have betier records
on that than they do on the cemeiery itself. Most of the
cemetery records have been lost over the years

The current board has been working hard 10
reconstruct the records. Jim estimates that these have
been 3.000 burials in Orchard Street but many of the
graves have never had headstones, OI those 3,000
graves, a guess 15 that 85% of them are Cormish, Board
members have been going to Trenton to find death
records and have bzen collecting Death Certificates of
those who sre buried 1n the cemeery. Nany are infanis
and children whose graves were unmarked,

Cemetery tours were started last year during
Dover's anmiversary which was celebrated all year. One
of the board members 15 active with a local hitle theater
50 his interosts were combined when they decided 1o
have aclors take the parts of about twelve of the interred
whose historses they knew quite well, So, during the
tour, visitors could ge to individual sites and talk w
some of the “residents™ of the cemetery right at their
graves!

The cemetery has a very small fund and it i3

carcfully saved for emergencies and insurance payments.

The work they have accomplished has been done and
largely paad for by the board members or by a couple of
small grants from the town of Dover or historical grants.
Jim does the mowing himself...a job that requires more
time than he has o devore 1o 1L,

The board has developed three goals for this
vear: 1) finish copying all the headsiones; 2) photograph
all the headsiones; 3) sell graves — there are still open

gravesites available. The copying of the monumental in-
scriptions has begun, photographing headstones has not

It also appears that fundraising is a need. There is
a lot of work to be done, besides mowing and upkeep. The
board is anxious to begin restoration projects on arcas of
the cemetery, . ..panting and fixing up that costs money. An
upkeep and restoration fund should be started and built up
to an extent that is sufficient to do the work and plan for the
future. In addition, there is a fairly large arca of the ceme-
tery where there are no headstones (probably because no
one could afford them) and this could be made into a lovely
memonal garden.

There are some wonderful projects here for CHSE
- all useful, historical and very Cormish related,

James Little and
Orchard Street Cemetery

James Lirtle

In “real life™, Jim ts the Superintendant of Transportation
for Northwest Covenant Medical (Dover General Hospital
and St. Clare's Medical Center) and works in Deaville.

A few years ago he got on the board of the Or-
chard Street Cemetery “by being in the wrong place at the
wrong time.” He was at 2 meeting on a historical subject
and happened to be sitting next to an Orchard Street Ceme-
tery board member, Hearing that, he said (brightly, no
doubt), “Oh, [ have family buried there!"....and now he
mows it!

(Lirtle connnued ow page 14)

June Meeting
Program: James Little
Dover’s Orchard Street Cemetery

Date: Saturday, Junc 6, 1998
Time: Noon - bring lunch or buy Rocky’s pasty
Place(s): Wharton Public Library

Trip to Orchard Street Cemetery
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Family History Research part Il
Fascinating Death Records

In the first installment of this series, we told you to collect
“stufT" from all over your house and put it on the dining
room table, You fimshed yet?

One of the first things you do after that is 1o obtan
vital records. Since we told you that you start with the
known and work back from there, you often find yourself
starting with a person’s death record and working back o
their marriage and birth records. Death records are varied
and fascinating — not just death certificates. In fact, death
leaves behind more records and paperwork than any ather
single life event.

Waming! The information on these records can be
wrong. Except for the information given by the physician
as to date and cause of death, the rest must be viewed as
(somewhat) suspect. Remember the informant for the death
certificate or cbatuary or headsione, 1s net the subject ham.
self (unless he was wise enough 1o write his own obituary in
advance) but a bereaved relative or in-law. The information
they give may be a guess or approximation. Example -
birthplace of the deceased: I remember Grandma said she
was born near Asbury Park.” Though her death certificate
says Asbury Park, we find she was born in Spring Lake or
Wall or even 40 miles away. If you were in California and
someone asks where you're from, you might say “near As-
bury Park” because you know peopls, thanks 1o Frank Sina-
tra and Bruce Springsteen, have heard of it

Having sid that, a death certificate can give you a
great deal of information: the full name, dates and places of
birth and death. cause of death (particularly important in
doing a family health history), length of illness, marital sta-
tus, spouse’s name, occupation, how long in this state,
home address, doctor and address, funeral director and
cemetery, even plot number (sometimes), veleran status,
Social Security number, parents’ full names and places of
birth. That’s a tremendous amount of information.

The wombsione can tell you names. dates, spouse’s
name and cven parents and children. Also be sure to spread
out and look at surrounding plots. Take note of names all
around your ancestor. Families usually have plots or try to
slay near one another. That strange name near your grand-
parents may be her family.

Obituaries may be found in several newspapers - a
daily, weekly, arca or county paper, town paper or in the
newspapers in a large city nearby. And be sure 10 follow up

| on later editions in case there's a legal notice about the es-

tate of the deceased. And don't forget to check newspapers
or pericdicals published by your grandfither’s lodge, reli-
gion or profession. (Recently, I found an obituary for a
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mian who was chairman of the Board of Trustees for the
Peddic Institute in Hightstown, NJ, though he lived in
Newark, and 1t had a picture!) Professional or fraternal or-
ganizations will write obituaries from a different point of
view than a town paper.

The older the obituary, the more interesting 1t
might be. Older newspapers. especially in small towns,
would put lots of personal nfermation and often in flowery
and dramatic language. In addition to learning family
names and hometowns, you can learn aboul the personality
of the deceased, especially if they are known and held in
high regard and if they won any awards or achievements.
One of the most important things you can learn from obitu-
aries is the names and addresses (at least towns) of the chil-
dren. And, if you're really lucky, you'll learn all about
where the deceased came from and when (if not from the
town where he died),

And, be sure to take a clue from the story of poor
Minnie Chirgwin andd James Treglown on the next page. Do
pick up any clues from certificates or obituaries that there
might be more 1o the story. [ have not yet looked up Min-
nic’s Death Certificate but 1t will be interested 10 s2e what is
listed as Cause of Death — “drowned” or “murdered™? If
the cause of death is “mine accident™ |, the next thing to do
15 10 search out newspapers of the day and look to see whal
was reported. There might be a detailed report or some
very good leads for your family research,

Probate récords can be a boon. If there's a will,
you'll learn who survived the deceased, what relationship
they shared and often semething of the property they inher-
ited. If there’s no will, they die intestate, and you might
Jearn even more from the papers of Administration of the
Estate. It will have to list each survivor and their address
including daughters' husbands' names. It will probably in-
clude a itemized list of all their property and possessions
with a value for each including each silver spoon. cow and
feather bed,

And don't forget to contact the funcral home, 1
found onc 1n Wisconsin that’s been in business since caskets
were a side line 1o their furniture business. They told me
plet numbers and the names of cousins whose relationships
or whereabouts I might never have found. Some will not
help (or be out of business by now), others will point you 1o
livang relatives nearby.,

12






