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Fly Your Flag on March 5th!
Perran or St. Piran

Piran, or more correctly, Perran, ¢an be regarded as the
most popular saint in Cornwall. Litle is really known about
him because he was, for many years, confused with the Irish
Saint Ciaran. In fact, they were thought 1o be one and the
same

He was one of the saints who made the customary
missionary journey from Wales to Cornwall to Brittany,
Jeaving his mark clearly on each location. “In south Wales,
as well as popular traditions, there was a mediaeval Chapel
of Saint Piran at Cardift, and this was so honoured that the
English King Henry [I went there to hear Mass on Low Sun-
day (the Sunday after Easter Day) when he was visiting the

St. Piran's flag flying over Bardic ceremony in Calumet

neighbourhood. [n Brittany, Piran 1s wadely celebraied. His
name is found 1n a number of dedscations and place-names,
for example Samt-Perran south of Saint-Bricuc: also in offi-
cial church calendars. and prayer books for ¢lenics and lay
people — the Breviary for the Diocese of Leon and its Book
of Hours, where he is referred to as a bishop. At Trezelide,
near St. Pol de Leon, Saint Piran, its patron, 1s commemo
rated not only by & statue in the church, but also by a way-
side shrine. almost a little oratory, with a very simple, im-
pressive statue of the saint, his hands raised in prayer.”

(See Piran comtnsed v page 2)

Cornish Meeting

Date: Saturday, March 7
Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: Wharton Public Library
Program:

Starting Your Family History

Getting Started - Painlessly and Correctly
Family History Research

“But where on earth would T start™ usually follows the
statement, “1"ve always thought 1 might like to do my family
hastory.”

The answer 1o thal is always, “Start with what vou
know and work backwards from there™ - from the known Lo
the unknown. We suggest the first thing you do s gel paper
and pencil and write down what you know, 1n your head, at
this moment. Try to remember your (ather's parenis” names
(mother’s maiden name) and their parents and grandparents.
Then write what you know of your father's brothers and sis-
ters, thear spouses and children. Do the same type of listing
for vour mother's side of the family.

In the field of genealogy there are two basic forms
that onc uses: the Ancestor Chart and the Famuly Group
Sheet. (We'll have some available st CHSE meetings.) Ev-
eryone has seen an ancestor chart. It starts with one (1) per-
son and shows their direct ancestors: parents (2), grandpar-
ents (4), great grandparents (8) and, maybe, great great
grandparcnts (16). It looks hke a playolf chart used in
sports = where many teams play one another until only one
team 1s the winner. Gencalogists just start with the winner
and work back 10 find as many “teams” of ancestors as pos
sible,

The Family Group Sheet shows an immediate fam-
ily: the father, mother and children (usually hsted wath the
oldest first). Like the Ancestor Chart, there are spaces for
each person's vital dates and places — birth, marmiage, death.

(Ser Fawsly History conunaed o page 5)
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(St Piran continued from page 1)

The most famows shrine to St. Piran is in Perran-
porth. He is believed to have landed here and it is bere that
he founded his first chapel in the sands: Perranzabuloe, Per-
ran in the Sands. That name was to be prophetic. The
chapel lost its continual struggle to the encroaching sands, it
was abandoned in the 11" Century and completely buried.
In the mid-1800"s the sands revealed it once again and it
was excavated in 1858 but, in order to preserve it, it was
covered over by sand and marked by a concrete cover.

Now that, 100, is covered, its place marked by the tall Celtic
cross standing beside it,  The second church was also, afler
several hundred years about to be lost to the sands, but
much of it was removed in the carly 19” Century to build a
third one well inland, In addition to Perranporth, we might

' also recognize Perranwell, Perranarworthal, Perranuthnoe

and Perran Downs.

“During the Middle Ages, the shrine at Perranzab-
uloe containing relics of Szint Piran was one of the three
great places of pilgrimage in Cornwall (with the Holy Trin-
ity Chapel at St Day and St. Michael's Mount), In the late
13" Century, bores of his head and other remains were still
preserved, together with his pastoral - and practical - staff
or crozier, and small copper bell. These were carried to
differemt parts of the country for festive veneration, not ex-
cluding fund-raising. Later, what had become a highly un-
fashionable proceeding among the powerful ‘progressives’
of the time managed 1o survive the reigns of King Henry
VIII and Edward VI, but after the revival under Queen
Mary, not that of Elizabeth L.

“The invelvement of Piran in Cornish life has
shown a strong power of survival. The Saint had become
especial patron of the Tinners or more fully the miners (it
was not confined 1o tin), at one time the most important sin-
gle clement in the community, Saint Piran's Feast, 5 March,
was observed by them as a holiday well into the 19" Cen-
tury.” Both authors [see below] point out that the Cost
Book of the Great Work mine, from 1759-64 in the parishes
of Breage with Germoe, shows an “allowance for Perran-
tide’ of a shilling to every man and sixpence 10 the boys -
like our Christmas bonus, A “Perraner™ is a man
{presumably) whose step has become unsteady duc to drink,
We've heard the expression, “Drunk as a Perraner.”

The official flag of Cornwall, that we recogmze as
white cross on black field, is the Flag of St. Piran. Iis
meaning 1s described as both light out of darkness (has
words of enlightenment) and white tin from the dask ore.
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Our Speakers-Our Cousins

Starting Your Family History is the topic and our speakers
will be Virginia Trythall Richmond and Barbara Toy Trav-
isano, both members of CHSE. When asked to give a little
of their background and how they started their famuly his-
tory research, both replied by e-mail.

Ginny said, “My adventures in genealogy began in
19&1, I was browsing in a store with my mother and saw an
interesting book entitled, Our Family Tree, A History of
Our Family. 1didn't buy it that day but weat home and
kept thinking about it. 1 had never planned to work on ge-
nealogy. 1 went back a few days later, bought the book, and
began filling in the pages. My mother was an enthusiastic
helper. She had a great memory and she kept all kinds of
records so it was fun, The contents of the book includes
ancestral charts, family tree pages, plus many fill-in pages
of various records. At this point | had very little idea of the
possibilities that awaited me in the future years.

“Shortly after, | enrolled in a beginners genealogy
course taught by two ladies, one being our own president,
Nancy Heydt She was excited to hear that my roots were
Cornish--both my parents were born there. She told me
abaut the Cornwall Family History Society. I've been a
member of it since 1982 and through it have made contact
around the world with others on my family tree. To make a
long story short, I've been researching Cornish records ever
since, mostly from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints (Mormon) Family History Centers which are open 1o
the general public. Probably the highlights of my research
are the three trips | made to London and Cornwall to do
rescarch and of course, 1o meet all my aunts and cousins.”

Barbara's interest began when, at the age of 11,
she “found an old letter in my maternal grandmother’s roll
top desk. It was dated November, 1863, On the envelope,
wriallen by my great grandmother, was Do not throw away,
this was writ by my father at war, So 1 had a direct link to
my great great grandfather. | must have shown some ex-
citement at the time because my grandmother then showed
me the family Bible with entries going back to 1790. More
stories were related 1o me about family members listed in
the Bible. As a young woman in my 20s, I always thought,
‘some day, [ will list everyone [ can find on both sides of
my family.” 1did not know there was such a thing as ge-
nealogy at that time.

“In the early 1980's, while on a trip 1o Washington
DC, our family visited the National Archives. A sign
posted there read, “Genealogy Research’ with an arrow
poanting to the rear of the building. [ wentin. When I saw
what was available [ was overwhelmed. The only name |
(See Our Speakers comninied on page 6)







