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The 9" is History

The 9" Gathering of Cornish Cousins has come to an
It"s hard to believe, afier two years of planning
and anticipation
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The anticipation was
worth it. The
weather was glorious,
the program fascinat-
ing workshops so
varied anyone could
find something of
interest, the entertain.
ment wonderful and the
most varied yet.  Ely,
Minnesota, a lovely
lown with interesting
and unusual places to

very

well

visit,
welcoming  to  the
Comnish Cousins. 260
were pre-registered but

wils

Mirte Treegove at Peckerarwek Becth wlbarg to Brad Lardas, (45 rable beburd
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The Program “R” Us

In our three years, we've had some wonderful
programs, learned from and enjoved them. There's
only one thing missing, we haven’t built in a time to

lalk to one another to share

our Cornish American
cxpernences, ancestors,
stortes  and  traditions.

Perhaps vou have some
suggestions on how this
might be dene in future?

In the meantime, we'll
(ry to make up for lost time
at the Seplember meeting.
and | will be the
program. Pull out your
Cornish treasures: jewelry
nems; a piece of clothing;
special keepsakes immi-
grant ancestors brought
with them (if it's a haghboy

You

over 300 wok part as
there were a number of local Comish registered for
the various days. The Cornish American Heritage
Society gained 36 new memberships during the
Cathening!

One of the best parts, of course, was the
opportunily to usc your “quick-draw wallet™ for
purchasing Cornish items that you might never see
outside of a visit o Cornwall — or even then. The
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(Continwed on page 32)

September Meeting
Program: You! Drag & Brag
Day: Saturday, September 6th
Time: Noon
Place: Wharton Public Library

Wharton, New Jersey

“or oven-a photograph); a
broadside recruiting Cornish miners; a family
certificate; a treasure your Cornish cousin sent to you;

an old book or cookbook; even an old photo of
parucular and spevial interest. Bring it with you and
share it with us by telling us about it - for about five
or ten minutes.

Other local societies, such as Toronto and
Greater Milwaukee, have enjoyed this activity
cnough to make it a tradition at least yearly, if not
more often. Milwaukee calls it theie “Deag and
Brag.”

We also hope to begin singing more. We
missed our Christmas CHSE Chorale. Sylvia has
promised 1¢ get it going again.

Bring your lunch or we'll crder a pasty for
you from Rocky's. And - would you bring a dessert
Lo share?
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Cornish Heritage Society East sold some snack trays,
sever: hooks on Port Oram 1882 and lots of tea
towels. Besides being colorful and pretty, they sur
nostalgia in anyone who has visited Comwall.

Lots of beoks were available including
some brand new oncs that will be mentioned in other
areas of this issue. Lovely jewelry, including the pin

Peansylvania. It introduced us to some of the
entertinment we would see more of during the
ensuing days and got things started with a bang. The
highlight was the funny and most moving “Plain Talk
and Downnight Lies - The History of the Old
Wermilion Range™ by Mike Hillumn, Mike is
General Manager of WELY radio which featured
Cornish music and interviews all weekend

After the Bardic Ceremeny - fi pimapans
wire kind excugh 1o prie for 3 phowo seise.
Planked by Corsish fags beld akit by Phil Heckn () aod
doa Jollile (r - wee A6 bandrome kilY) bards 38é woeies
carryiag their banmers posed

Left to right - Seaiem of the Comeh - Unk;
the white flag of the Noeth Toazs Comrh Secery, (AMS
o Nanas Gty Comesh Sscaty jmade of (emBd taran)
Comizh Comecien of Lower Mckigas,  and tae Cornnb
Socney of Greater Nbwanhee.

Bardi wiie trck paet led by Ala and Gena
Moerih: Beet Biscee; (b Elount; Jim Jowall Jean Jelite;
B Paiiy Payton: Sesaa Pellowe. Decorby Sweet;
§ e Hein Targye.

created especially for the 9° Gathering by James
Pilcher, and Celtic designs. sold briskly. Slate
ereations from Penkernewek were popular due to
their designs and uniqueness (we will have some at
our meeting). T shirts, sweatshirts, Cornish love
spoons, snack trays with Cornish scenes (CHSE), key
rings, magnets, videos, tapes, CDs and paintings all
were avanlable at tempting prices.

Though the Gathering became official with
the Opening Ceremony on Thursday morning. July
21, for the first time there was an informal get-
together on Wednesday evening. Recogmizing that
most Cousins arrive the day before and, because
they re staying in so many places around town, have
no place to meet, CAHS decided to host a Cornish
Film Festival {(open to the public) and reception.
Participants were able 1o register early, sce the
information and sale booths and meet fnends. Films
included a couple of short subjects and When the
Whales Came.

Check-in continued on Thursday from 3
a.m. The Opening Ceremony was hosted by Jim
Toms, brother of the Gathering Chair, Flora Toms
“Tommi" O’Hagan and a member of CHSE from

The afternoon began with the first set of
Small Group Sessions, a series of one hour lectures,
workshops and interactive groups. The 4:30 Cornish
Tea Treat starring saffron buns and lots o <al,
prepared us for the Crowdy Crawn: a sampler of
Cornish eatertainment (open to the public) with M.C.
Chrris Blount of BBC Radio Cornwall. This was a
delightful evening of song. dance, comedy and
Cornishness.

Friday began with two sets of Small Group
Sessions. Dr. Philip Payton of the Institute of
Cornish Studies and awthor of the 1996 book,
Cornwall, gave a lecture (open to the public). The
rest of this wonderfully hectic day led us from the
Bardic Ceremony 1o the Pasty Picnic and ended with
Lowender Ely/A Celebration in Ely.

The Bardic Ceremony is unigue to the
Comish. Unlike Wales and Brittany, only the
Cornish Gorsedd permits such gatherings of bards
outside of Cornwall, Led by Alan and Gena Morrish,
ten bards, including newly initiated Americans Jim
Jewell (1995), Jean Jolliffe (1996) and Sue Pellowe
(1996}, conducted a ceremony created for the

(Conninxed on puge 24)
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