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Keskerdh Kernow
from articles by Howard Curnow

In 1497, Heary VI, born in Wales and raised in Brittany,
turned against his Celtic people as he levied a pew tax 1o
recrut an army to march north to fight the Scots. The
Cornish, already poor and greatly oppressed, protested
strongly against this unfair act. Two natural leaders
emerged, Michael Joseph of St. Keverne and Thomas
Flamank of Bodmin. The former was a humble black-
smith (in Comnish, An Gof), the latter, a lawyer, was the
son of one of those entrusted with levying the new tax in
Comwall.

On 24" May 1497 An Gof and his supporters
set out for London, joining up, after a few days, with
Flamank and his followers. They made their way without
violence out of Cornwall, through Tiverton and Taunton,
Wells and Winchecter, arriving at Blackheath, overlook-
ing London, with more than 10,000 followers.

(KK continued on page 12)

Crossing the Tamar
by Donald MaclLeod
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image of the painting gwes
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An Gof and Thomas
Flamank lead the Comish
“pitchlork army” past Launce-
ston Castle on their kong trek
to London

Our Celebration of 1497

The next meeting of CHSE will take place on Saturday,
Jure 1. in the midst of Keskerdh Kernow celebrations (i
Cornwall and other parts of the Cornish world,

We will gather at the Wharton Public Library at
IT am. You may bring your lunch and beverage or be
among those pasty caters who order from Rocky's.
(We'll take your order at the sign-in table.) The program
will begin with a short slide show on the history of Port
Oram and Wharton. Martin Trengove, Historian for the
town of Wharton, will then take us on a short historic
walk of Wharton concluding with a “march™ to the
Morris Canal - about % mile from the Library. (Those
who do not wish to walk. may drive to the canal site.)

After a picnic lunch at the canal. we'll hear
about the ¢anal and its importance 10 Wharton and to
mining from Joseph Macafek a member of the Canal
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Unfortunately they got there before Henry had had
a chance 10 order his assembled troops northward. On 17"
July, the rout was swift, the Cornish fought couragecusly
against overwhelming odds. Two hundred Cornishmen
were slaughtered. The nngleaders were captured and taken
10 the Tower of London. The King rode triumphant through
(he streeds of bis city proclaiming himselfl saviouer of the

| people.

A week later Michael Joseph and Thomas Flamank
were dragged through the streets to Tyburn (present day
Marbie Arch), hanged, drawn and quartered, and their heads
stuck above the gates of the city. From the scaffold,
Michae!l Joseph proclaimed he would have “a name perpet-
ual and fame immemerial.” And s it has been. Every vear
a simple service of commemoration is held in both St, Kev-
erne and Bodmin.

In 1997, the 500" anniversary, once again there
will be a march from Cornwall to London, starting from St.
Keverne on Saturday 24" May. There will be acts of com-
memoration the length and breadth of Cornwall, in Wells, in
Guildford, on Blackheath, at the Tower of London and, on
29" June, at Marble Arch. Cornish societies in North
America and Australia will also be taking part in cere-
monics and parallel marches in their own areas. Members
of the Flamank family from Comwall, Canada, New
Zealand, Australia, UK. and the USA will gather in Bod-
min on 27" June to support the Bodmin Town Council in
remembering Thomas. A statue is to be unveiled. This year
of commemeoration, itself, will be long remembered.

{CHSE connawed from page 17)

Society of New Jersey. Joe has wntten a book on The
Morris Canal in Morris County which we hope he will have
with him for sale,

Anyone who takes part in this celebration will be
cligible for a certificate of participation. A message from
Howard Curnow of the KK committee tells us that, “for the
sum of $5.00.., you will be entitled to a certificate stating

| that you ‘tock part’ in the Great March of 1997, Also

posted to you will be an 8 inch x 6 inch print of a painting

- specially commissioned for the event titled ‘Crossing the

Tamar." [sec front page] Finally, your registration will en-
sure that your name, address and occupation will be added
to the Great Scroll of names of everyone who ook part in
the 1997 March. This will be placed in the Cornwall
Archives for the next SO0 years.”

We will have registration forms at the meeting.
Your check should be made out 1o CAHS. The Comnish
American Heritage Society will collect all the checks and
through its Treasurer, (our} Bill Curnow, will send a list of
participants and one large check to Keskerdh Kernow,

Benevolent
Association of Port Oram,
NJ

by Bill Curnow (Wm. J.. Jr.)

Ever wonder what Grandpa stashed in the attic? It
Just might have been a treasure, at least for the historian,
Somebody recently found an old leather-bound ledger in an
attic at Wharton, New Jersey, The ledger turned out to be
membership records of The Miners & Mechanics Benevo-
lent Association of Port Oram (which became Wharton in
1895). It covered mid-1872 to mid-1880, an interesting
period in the history of the USA and of Port Oram.

Let's back up and start at the beginning. The
Highlands of New Jersey (including Morris, Sussex, and
Hunterdon Counties) have many deposits of iron ore, Set-
tlers knew about the iron from early Colonial days, and
small local mines and forges helped produce cannon balls
and other products during the American Revelution.

A big break came for New Jersey miners when the
Morris Canal was completed in the mid-1830's. The canal
provided good. cheap transportation for moving freight
across the state from the Delaware River to the mills of Pa.
terson and New York Harbor, This became the best way to
bning anthracite coal from Pennsylvania to furnaces huilt
near the mines, The same waterway helped move pig iron
to the mills where finished products were fabricated.

Deposits of ron ore had been worked near Dover
long before two Cornish brothers, Thomas and Robert
ORAM. were invited 10 leave the coal mines at Pousville,
Pennsylvania, and move to New Jersey as mine supervisors.
In 1848 the brothers, sons of Thomas ORAM and Loveday
FORD of Breage, were hired by the New Jersey Iron Com-
pany to manage its newly acquired Swede's mine at Dover.
Soon other mines were purchased and placed under Oram
leadership. Thomas was the engineer, and Robert had keen
brusiness sense,

During the 1850°s, Robert Oram began building
the town that was called Port Oram, “Port” for its location
on the Morris Canal and “Oram” to honor the man who was
50 prominent in the community's early years. By the late
1 860's an iron furnace was built and processing local ore,
As the mines went deeper, new problems required the inge-
nuity of Cornish miners. Flooding was a major challenge,
and the Cornish solved it by creating the sort of drainage
adit (tunnel) that they had known back home.
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