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Our Program
Cornwall’s

Coastal Footpath

John and Ginny (Havighurst) Middleton will be our guests
on Saturday, September 7, to tell us of their experience
walking the Comish Coastal Path. | spoke with John re
cently and he hastened to tell me that they hiked only
about 40 of the 613 miles of the Path, from Penzance
around the Lizard Peninsula

Knowing they aren't Cornish, I asked how they
chose that particular walk. He and Ginny are hikers,
climbers and canoers. They have both climbed Mt.
Katahdin in Maine and he has climbed Mt. Washington in
New Hampshire twice. He explained that in planning this
Irip with three other couples, they sent for material on
walks in Yorkshire, Northumberland and the Lake District
as well as the Cornish Coactal Path Their final decision
was based on several factors not the Ieast of which was
that, in September, Cornwall, being the maost southerly,
would probably be the warmest. Most of the Paih is over.
looking water thus making it scenically most desirable.
When Ginay wrote 1o bed and breakfast establishments in
Comwall, she received very welcoming and informative
letters from about 15, telling them of local historic sites
and items of interest.

When the day came, the group detrained at Pen-
zance, got right onto the Path as it passes the station, and |
walked to Marazion. Over the course of the next five
days, they “looked down on the English Channel from
200-fool ¢liffs and enjoyed pubs and B&Bs in quaint har-
boes like Porthleven."(1) While describing the views as
“lovely and picturesque but somewhat stark." John also
admitted that they were not in quite good enough shape
for the venture. Why? Their experiences and what they
saw will be the subject of their shide presentation to us.

(1} froen "Hentage Viliager,” Jobn Mddeton, Ed, Southbury, CT,

May 3, 1566

Further reading: Cornwal's Coastal Footpath by W. V. Hunter, Tor
Mark Press, Trethellan House, Truro (2 48 page Tor Mark Guide)

Joseph Henry Eastman, son of Thomas

My Cornish Immigrants

Eastmans of Cornwall
by LaFay E. Gowan

I begin my narrative with Captain Thomas Eastman. Ac-
cording to my father and aunt, Capiain Thomas was hired
by the Government of England as a mine agent in the Re-
public of Granada (now Columbia), South America. He
returned to Redruth, Cornwall, and died 21 Jan 185K,

The naturalization papers of Captain Thomas's
son, Joseph Heary Easuman (b. New Granada, S.AL),
show that Widow Mary Quick Eastman and her three
children entered the Port of New York in 1858, This in-
dicates Thomas and family journeyed from New Granada
to County Cornwall; his widow and children journeyed
from Cornwall to New York within a probable span of
one year! That 1§ quite a lot of traveling for one year.
What a strong, sturdy stock these Comish people were.

My problem is tracking Mary Quick Eastman
and her children from 1858 until Joseph Henry Eastman
married in 1875 in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. She

(Comnnwed om page 24)
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Cornish Arms Hotel, New York City

Cornish Arms Hotel Company, Inc.
Incorporated under the laws of the State of New York

Corntsh World, 1o 1ts 1ssues 2 and 3, had arlicles about
the Cornish Arms Hotel and its owner, Sid Blake. A
stock certificate issued to William Trythall for cight
325 shares in 1925 shows that the company was incor-
porated in 1924, His daughter, Ginny Richmond, has
the certsficate as well as this picture postcard of the
hotel he sent 1o her mother in April 1927, before they
had actually met and four menths before they marvied.

The card shows that the hotel was at 311 West

23" Street, New York
City. The note on the |
reverse of the card says,
“"A NEW HOTEL
WITHOUT UPS® One
price for all Rooms. 340
Rooms all with Bath.
$2.50 single; $4.00 dou-
ble.” A.L. Rowse, in
The Cousin Jacks. said
“When I visited it a few
years ago in search of its
memorics, I found that i1
was o late, they had all

en dissipated. The
name “Curnish Arms' ra.
maned , but no one even
knew what it meant.”
(One day scon, Ginny and
I may take a ride past
there 1o see if it's still
standing.)

NEW CORMISM ARMS MOTEL, 3nr

Rowse noted,
“The Comish Arms Ho-
tel...has a nostalgic inter-
est for us, Itis close to
the waterside, the quays
where the immigrant
boats came . The Cor-
nishfolk, those who could
afford it, put up at the
Comnish Arms...If only we
had some memoir of that
hotel, some reminiscences
of the lile that passed
through it, with 11¢ mingled gaiety and sadness, its
chance encounters, its happy reunions and partings for
ever!”

WEST 23ImMI. AT, NEw YomK SITY,

Rowse was told by Jack Blake. Sid's cousin,
that “Sid’s father had marred the hotel-keeper's daugh-
ter, succeeded to the hotel, which had previously besn
called the Star, and changed its name to the Cornish
Arms. This underlined its connection with Cornish folk,
and the Blakes ran a travel-agency for their benefic...”
He then quoted Harry Clarke,:...1t was a sort of home
away from home...I think it was a rather small and okd
hotel, so Sid Blake decided 1o tear it down and build a
large high-storey new hotel, which he did, he sold
shares of stock 1o raise the money to build, and many
Cornish people bought shares in it. It was finished in
1927....the depression came on and the hotel went

bankrupt.”

There is a great deal
of interest in the Cormish
Arms Hotel. Since it was in
New Yark City, CHSE
might be the group 10 know
the most about it and 1o re-
search 11s history. We know
that Sid Blake published a
newsletter about the com-
ings and goings of Cornish
folk and linking them up
with onc another. He sent
news to Cornwall 1o The
Hayle Mail . 1have sent an
inquiry to the Penzance Li-
brary as instructed in the
CW article. Perhaps other
newspapers in Cornwall
heard from Sid as well.

Would you like 10
help with this project?
What do you know about
the Cornish Arms? Do you
know of a collection on it
anywhere? If so, please let
us know. Did you, your par-
ents or grandparents stop
there? Do you have memo-
rabilia or even mentions of
it in letters or memoirs?
Matchbooks? Postcards?
Please share your informa-
tien with us. Write to the
editor, Nancy Heydt, and send us photocopies if possi-
ble. If we all help, we can garner quite a collection for
CHSE and our Cornish cousins throughout the world.







