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“Descended from the Pirates of Penzance”
Maureen Williams,

Keltic Fringe

“1 was born in Egypt but that's 2 long, long story. My
family was in shipping. They were ‘commuters’ between

ornwall and the Baltic at the turn of the century — long
before it was fashionable.” They were from Penzance and
St. Ives. She laughingly remembered her father telling his
little girl they were descended from Pirates of Penzance.
That statement, naturally, stuck in her young mind. 1
don't even think there were any real pirates in Penzance,”
|sbc said. (Did I hear a trace of disappointment in her
tone?) Such a provocative introduction can only make me
more eager to meet Maureen Williams and hear her!

We all scon will have the chance to do just that,
|Maureen is 10 be our guest and the speaker at our June
meeting in Pennsylvania. She is the Editor of Keltic
Fringe, aquarterly on the Kelts from all six nations:
|Brittany, Cornwall, Ircland, Mann, Scotland and Wales,
[Thanks 1o her ongins, the Fringe probably includes more
material from our homeland than other publications or
projects on the six nations. She promises 1o bring plenty
0f KFs with her and. 1 hope, will share some of her
lexperiences since taking charge of it.

She has promised to speak to us about Cornwall

the beginning. She’ll give us a brief history starting
in prehistory. She commented that, “For so many years
'we were browbeaten into thinking we were English which,
of course, we're not,” that it's good to see this resurgence
in the appreciation of our Keltic heritage and growth in our
owledge of things specifically Comnish. She enjoys
iding that resurgence of interest in things Keltic with her
itorship of the Keltic Fringe. It was started by June
awyers, a Scot living in Chicago, who handed it over to
faureen in 1989 so she could “concentrate on the rest of
er writing career. [June] is the author of a number of
on Chicago and Scots in America.”

Maureen has lived in Uniondale, Wayne County,

ennsylvania since her husband was transferred there by

15 work..."another very long story.” After he died five
ears ago, Maureen stayed on because of her work and her

two daughters and grandchildren. (One daughter is a large
animal, specifically horse, veterinarian outside of Allen-
town while the other is a hairdresser married to 2 Philadel-
phia blues musician.) She spoke fondly of beautiful hills
rolling across Pennsylvania’s northwestern county where
she and Jasper, her Labrador Retriever, enjoy roaming.

Plcase join us to welcome Maureen and to show
her how cager we are to learn about Cornwall,

Keltic Fringe is published 4 umes a year. Subscription
rates: $10 per year; single copy $3.50. Keltic Fringe
welcomes submissions from Kelts of the six nations...on
Keltic matters, memories, mythology, history, literature &
the other arts, personalities; music & book reviews;
interviews with Kelts in all ficlds; features on Keltic
happenings; news items from the Keltic community of
North America; calligraphy, artwork & illustrations
accompanying wrilten picces or as scparate items, "'Note
our use of K for Kelt & Keltic: Favored 10 encourage
correct pronunciation & because it is the older form,
evolved from Keltoi, the name given by the Greeks to our
European forebears whose collective name for themselves
has been lost along with their precise identity.” Special
issucs are $5 cach, Titles include: Mythology, Prehistory

CHSE June Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 1, 1996

Time: 1:00 p.m.

Place: Fogelsville Fire Company
Fogelsville, Pennsylvania

Speaker:  Maurcen Williams

Publisher of Keltic Fringe

Everyone bring a sandwich - drinks and
dessert will be supplied.







