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Introduction and Tips
by Jennifer Harris

Jennifer Harris - That doesn’t sound like a Cornish Name -
but how about Fittock or Trevarthen? My parents
emigrated to the US in 1926 from Southampton, England,
where they grew up and married. (My father had been in
the US for two years prior (0 the wedding, but went back
to marry.) He returned after a two week honeymoon and
molther had to wail ¥ months for a visa Lo emigrate. Since
my father was 2 chemist with E.R Squibb & Sons, then
located in Brooklyn, that 1s where they settled and my
brother and I were born, We lived there for two years,
then in Lynbrook, L.1., then in Florida, and finally moved
to Nutley, New Jersey in 1942 and Wayne in 1954, While
my brother married and added 3 children and 7 grandchil-
dren to the family line, I am single and the “keeper of the
family history and photographs”

My Cornish connection is through my mother's
family. Her Grandmothes, Elizabeth Fittock, married John
Jordan, a shoemaker of St. Mawes, in St. Just in Roseland
Church. They had several children and then moved to
Southampton where the rest of their fourteen children were
born. My Grandmother, Agnes Jordan Hunt, was the
voungest child. Earlier generations of Jordans included
William Jordan, a Licutenant Governor of St. Mawes
Castle, and his grandson, Thomas Jordan, the owner of a
“Ropewalk” where cordage was made for ships. Some of
the family are described as “cordwainers” on their
marriage records. The Fittocks were fishermen, and in the
1800°s some of them were Harbor Pilots and owners of
their own pilog boats,

One of my ancestors was the Mayor of St. Mawes:
in the 1700's, In fact he was mayor five times. I have an
etching of him under which is a caption and a rhyme:

Cornish Meeting
When: Sauwrday, September 9, 1995
Where: George & Marlyn Curnow's
45 Oakwood Trail, Spana
(Directions on page 27)
What: Comish Photographic Tour

Mr William Fittock Mayor of St. Mawes
in Corowall Ao 17431
being the 4th time of his Serving that Office he never
betrayed his Trust but refused Extracedinary Bribes

This picce however mean however uncouth,
Displays the man of Honesty and Truth;
Emphatic Nature breaths in every line,

And speaks aloud an honest Heart within;

No bribe can move him from his steady Trust.
But 1o his Friend inexorably just:

Firmly attached to Falmouths worthy cause,
Dispising Gold and popular Applause;

Will ne'er forsake his Borough or his Lord,
Nor for the whole Excheguer change his Word,
In this when Death the fatal stroke shall give,
the Patriot , the Painter too shall live.

Tho: Thormton

I was told by my mother that William Fittock was offered
a bribe to change his political allegiance - to which he
replied that he would rather be lousy than go back on his
word. [ have also been wld that there were other portraits
(he was a rather viun man) one of which showed an
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than thirty mineral species found
nowhere else on the surface of the
carth, containing more than 330
discrete mineral species; all of which,
mineralogically speaking, are true
wonders of nature.

While the general surface
features of the Ogdensburg area are of
relative recent origin, the orebodics
were formed nearly a billion years
ago. And even today, the scientific
community is in an ongoing dispute
over a myriad of complex hypothcsca
of origin of the orebodies at Sterling
Hill and Franklin.

By 1989, 335 minerals had
been identified as being indigenous to
the Franklin/Ogdensburg arca. Itis
thepremier fluorescent mineral
collecting locality in the world, with
over 60 fluorescent minerals are
dentified, far more than found
anywhere else on earth.

Lord Stirling

The name of Sterling Hill
comes from Lord Stirling, or William
Alexander, son of James Alexander,
born in New York in 1726. Afier the
death of his father, and at the age of
30, he went 10 England to secure
recognition as heir of his father,
acquiring the title of Earl of Stirling.
During the American Revolution this
American-born English aristocrat was
appointed a Colonel in George
Washington’s ammy and was pro-
moted to Major General in 1777, He
commanded the Continental Army at
the Battle of Saratoga in 1781. He
died in 1783,

Robert Ogden II: Patriarch of
Ogdensburg

Robert Ogden 11, son of

Robert Ogden and Hanna Crane, was
boen at "Elizabeth Town™ on October
7, 1716. His father and grandfather
were large landowners and both
occupiced prominent positions in the
Colony. His father died when he was
only 17 years old, but left him a

substantial estate, which he, after
obtaining a liberal education, appears
to have enlarged, he soon 100K &
prominent place in the county and
state,

Atage 20 he marned Phebe
Hatlield, The young couple settled in
the “upper Wallkill Valley arca" in
1765. Robert attaimed such positions
as Surrogate, Justice and Judge.

"Cornish Genealogy"
Videos for Sale

At our May meeting, quite a few
members expressed an interest in
buying the video, “‘Cornish Geneal-

ogy," produced by Stephen Conte for
tus cable show, “Family Historian.”

Stephen attended our
Cornish Afternoon in December
where he met Bill Cumow and invited
him to be interviewed for a Cornish
segment. It is an excellent half hour,
giving a flavor of Cornwall, its music,
flowers and flag. Of course, Bill was
televised in his very handsome
Curnow kilt.

So far there have been over
S0 programs on the “Family Histo-
ran.” Cornish Genealogy is video
Number 28, Stephen very kindly
gave us a discount so we could use
these videos as our first fund raiser.
They will be available at the Septem-
ber meeting for $20. If you cannot
get to the meeting, order it from
Stephen Conte, P.O. Box 962, West
Caldwell, NJ 07007. The 520
includes shipping and handling.

For Our Cornish Cousins
Directions to

Curnow Home
(north or south from Rt. 15)

Take the Sparta-Lake Mohawk
business district exit from Rt 15* and
follow Rt. 181 north toward Sparta.
Turmn left at the second traffic light

(approx. 1.7 miles) onto Winona Pky.
(Lewis & Haring Realtors are on the
far lefi corner before tuming). Follow
Winona Pky. to the stop sign. Cross
Deer Plaza Rd. (slight jog to the right)
to West Shore Trail. Take West
Shore Trail approx. 1.6 miles to
Oakwood Trail. While on West
Shore Trail keep bearing left around
Lake Mohawk — past the guard
house (you may be stopped and asked
for your name and where you are
going) — and past Island Trail (it's
the rond crossing the bridge 1o the
island). Oakwood Trail 1s the next
street on the left (just past the small
marina). We are at 45 Oakwood Trail
(the 12th house on the left). We'll be
flying a small Comish flag (black
with a white cross) from the mailbox
Our telephone number — just in case
— 15 201/729.7147,

*This is the first Sparta exit if you are
dnving north on Rt 15 or it is the
second Sparta exit if you are dnving
south,

HELP: We need three or four
Cousins to volunteer as shuttle drivers
before and after our meeting. Parking
will be a problem as our sireet is
narrow with little available parking. |
would suggest that drivers drop their
passengers off at our home, then park
their cars in the Lake Mohawk
Country Club parking lot. You pass it
immediately afler geting on to West
Shore Trail from Winona (it"s directly
across the streel from the Country
Club). The drivers ¢an then “shuttle”
the other drivers to our home, We'll
give the shuttle drivers an identifying
sign to put in their window and they
will wait by the parking lot exit to
West Shore Trail. Please call wo
volunteer. Your help is really needed.
For the three or four volunieers,
parking is available at our home.

Refreshment Note: We would also
be most grateful for refreshment
volunteers. Please call Nancy Heydt
908/776-5909 any cvening if you
would be willing to bring some
cookies, cakes, brownies, ginger
fainngs or figgie obbins,







