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My Cornish Immigrant
by Agnes C. Cotton

George Cotton, my father, was born on July 2, 1882 in
Newlyn, Penzance, Comwall. He emigrated to Franklin,
Sussex County, New Jersey on the Philadelphia, arriving
in New York on February 29, 1908, wheee he was met by
his sponsor, William Blewett, formerly from Sennen Cove,
Comwall,

His eldest brother, John Rouffignac Couten, was a
friend of William Blewett and had intended 10 emigrate
but decided not to go. My father, George, had been a
fisherman and then a purser or bookkeeper on Loed
Lonsdale’s yacht, Norseman, while Lord Lonsdale held a
diplomatic position with Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany.
The yacht was then chartered by a family from Connecti-
cut for a year-long trip to the Orient. When he returned to
Comwall, he wanted (o leave the sea 10 marry Miriam
Grace Nicholls of Newlyn, my mother, as they had been
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engaged for about ten years. She sailed from Liverpool on
the Mawretania and arrived in New York on July 9, 1909
where they were married,

On arrival in New Jersey, he was employed in the
New Jersey Zinc Mine. Shortly after beginning wark here,
there was a disastrous accident when the cable on the skip
broke and the men were plunged to the bottom of the shaft.
My father was one of those who helped retrieve body parnts
from the shaft and he no longer cared 10 work there. He
leamed of an iron ore mine in St. Peters, Chester County,
Pennsylvania, and worked there as Shift Boss until the
mine closed in 1927, At that time there were two other
Comishmen employed there — William Maddem and
John Ead.

Editor’s Notes:

We are so grateful 10 Agnes Cotton for sharing this with us
and for so trustingly sending a photograph! Thank you.

I tried to call Agnes 10 ask a few questions but
could not reach her. So I'll use this opportunity o offer
$ome pointers to future submitters. These questions are
not critical but “inquiring minds want to know.” Whao
were George and Miriam's pareats? If you know their
names and a little something about them, that would be
interesting. Who were their children? Names, birthdates
(if you don’t mind) and a liule something about cach
would belp fill out the piece. And do you have any idea of
the daie of the photo?

Crier Requests

We hope many of our members will send articles. A
biography or memoir about your Cornish ancestors is the
most important item. Each member should make that 2
priority. Whatever you know, no matier how little, will be
interesting and of value. After that, anything you know or
would like 10 know and research to share, would be most
appreciated by all Crier readers. A saint? The panish of
your ancestors? A success you had in researching your
Comish roots? A song, recipe, poem or story. Any funny
stories?

The ancestor stories will be gready enriched by
photographs (as you can see in this issue). To prepare a
photo for reproduction in the newslettés réquires having a
“halftone™ made. That usually costs about $10. It would
be most sincerely appreciated by our poor, young o1gani-
zation, if submitters would enclose that amount with their
photo. But it is definitely not required.

Our final request is, for those of you who have
computers and use them to wrile your articles, that you
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send the article on disk as well as hard copy. At present,
we have a Macintosh and an [BM type, so either is OK.
Microsoft Word or just a text document is fine.

If you don’t have a computer or word processor
or typewriter, you may write your article in pen, pencil or
crayon on the back of a grocery bag and it will be most
gratefully accepted!

Our First Meeting

March 4, 1995 was a busy day forallof us. Ona
cold, gray, snow-threatening day we met, for our first
“official” meeling, in Spargo Hall of St. John’s Methodist
Church in Wharton. Nancy Heydt got the meeting started
and explained that the business of the day was to get this
organization launched—if we all agresd to have one.

Perry Philp read the drafl of cur By Laws. It was
agreed that, in arder to vote on approval of the By Laws, it
would be best if we could fill in the names of the organiza-
uon and its newsletter before we voted. After some
suggestions for both and discussion, we narrowed the fist
of names for each 1o Uuee and tien voled. Our urganizs.
tion shall be known as “Comish Heritage Socicty East”
and its newsletter the “Comish Crier.” The By Laws were
then approved and adopted unanimously,

Nancy announced that two positions were still
vacant on the slate of officers and asked for suggestions or
volunieers. There were none so it was decided 1o vote on
the slate “as is." The slatc was approved. [See the
newsleuer masthead on the last page.)

Alfter brief discussion, the program suggested for
the June meeting was enthusiastically approved. We thank
Sylvia and Wasco Hadowanetz for putting so much
thought and planning into it

There were announcements about the “Family
Historian™ video; the Oatlands Celtic Festival in Leesburg,
Virginia on June 17-18; the Cornish American Heritage
Society and its 8th Gathering of Cornish Cousins in
Calumet, Michigan on July 27-30. Members are urged to
auend both!

One member asked if anyone has information on
Celtic Games in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. If so, please
send 1o us.

Bill Camow and Martin Trengove were kind
enough to agree to be our first program, Bill on St. Piran
(see article in this newsletter) and Martin on Wharton and
this year’s centennial celebration.








