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Real Cornish Cousins. Howard (isft) and Bill Curnow at
our December mesting wearing their kilts of Curnow tartan.

First "Official" Meeting

The first official meeting of our new society will
be held on Saturday, March 4, 1995,

Business, facts and fun: what a wonderful
plan for an afternoon! First, we must take care
of the business of launching this organization --
discussing and voting on the By Laws, then
electing officers. Hopefully, we'll also be able to
give ourselves a name as well as a title for our
ncwsletter. Be thinking of names for both.

When that's over, Bill Curnow has agreed
to tell us something about Saint Piran who is
gencerally regarded as Cornwall's Patron Saint,
And, for the fun part, who knows? We'll prob-
ably sing and snack. Singing is always fun for
me if everyone else is loud enough that I can
sing loud and not be heard...

Our Objectives

At our first official meeting, on Saturday, March
4, once of our first tasks will be to read and
consider a draft of By Laws for our socicty. Not
one of the more fascinating tasks before us, but
one that is necessary to set our course for the
future,

A group’s Objectives are it’s very reason
for being and, as such, must be given careful
consideration. We could not afford to mail a full
draft of the By Laws to each person on our

mailing list, but do feel that you should be aware
--please see Cbjectives on page 2

Cornish Meeting

When: Saturday, March 4, 1995
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Where: St John's Methodist Church
Church and Grove Streets
Wharton, NJ

What: Launch our new society
(Yoie on a name and newsletter title?)
"St. Piran, Who was he?".....Bill Cumow
Celebrate St. Piran’s Day

with Cornish refreshments and song
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history for all to share. She wants information database named THE CORNISH MINING

on every Cornish American, no matter how little  INDEX has been instigated.

you know. Write to her at Murdoch House
Adult Education Centre, Cross Street, Redruth,
Cornwall TR15 2BU.

My Winter issue of “The Forum,” the
newsletter of the Federation of Genealogical
Societies, had an interesting listing under the
topic, “Ethnic/International.” The heading
“Cornwall” announced news of a project by Ian
Richardson's computer data base on Cornish
Miners (see separate article). Now that, too,
should give us all something to do.

In 1983, there was a “Gathcering of
Comish Cousins” in Houghton, Michigan, an
Upper Peninsula town not far from Calumet.
The main outcome of that gathering was the
formation of the Cornish American Heritage
Society, the same group that is helping to spon-
sor the Eighth Gathering of Cornish Cousins in
Calumet, Michigan this coming July. Itisa
national organization for the encouragement of
the spread of Cornishness. CAHS offers a
handsome Certificate that testifies to your Cor-
nish ancestry. We will try to have applications
at our meeting. ,

And one other important register is the
Mormon Library in Salt Lake City. The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints places a very
high priority on family history. Their library
preserves records on millions of individuals and
families from all over the world. It is vital for us
to be sure that the histories of each of our Cor-
nish families is safely entered in their collection,
This will be the subject of an article in a future
issue.
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For example, a search for a Richard
PRIN(N) of Menheniot provides us with quite a
revealing image of his life (sources in brackets).

Richard PRIN son of Richard and Martha, born
circa 1822, married Elizabeth BARRETT born
circa 1825 at Stoke Damerell on 5 April 1846
(Strays Index). On the night of 30th March 1851
Richard, his wife and one year old son Henry are
residing in Menheniot, and Richard’s occupation
is given as Lead miner (1851 Census). However
this was not to be for long, for on 13th Novem-
ber 1857 Richard's hands are shattered in an
explosion at Wheal Mary Ann, which ultimately
drew to a close his mining career (“The Comish
Times” 22 Nov 1857). But Richard must have
been quite some character, despite having lost
both arms, in 1864 he is working as n wagon
driver. Unfortunately fate was unkind yert again,
for on the 7th June 1864 whilst delivering coal
with his son Henry in Liskeard he is fatally
injured when a chimney of a house being demol-
ished fell on him (“The Cornish Times” 11 Jun
1864), and was finally laid to rest at Menheniot
on 17th June 1864.

Newspapers provide us with births, marriages
and death announcements, with the accounts of
the local and county courts giving us a glimpse
of our forcbears as they fall foul of the law, and
the severity by which they were dealt with for
what we would now consider to be petty of-
fenses. And of course to satisfy the Victorian
appetite for tragedy and drama, they recall for
their readers (mainly the literate middle classes)
the daily tragedices of the labouring classes.

Since its inception in September 1993,
the index has grown to over 12,000 entries, and
is expected to grow at a similar rate in future
years, with the principle sources to date being:

Census returns 1797 Tinners List
Strays Index Newspapers/publications
Cost Books Private submissions



