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My Cornish Immigrants

The Truscott Brothers:

James Lynn, Arthur and Millwood in Camden, New Jersey
By Joyce Truscott (Miller) Perry

This is about three Truscott brothers, one of
them my Grandfather, who came to the United States
in the 1800's. Their father was Samuel Truscott
(1817-1874). Their mother was Susan Frances
Matilda Cook (1834-1874), who was bom in the
United States. The story was that her parents were
English, but she was born in New York City. She
remrmned to England, perhaps because her parents had
died. Family tradition says that she then lived with

her aunt and uncle, proprictors of the White Hart Inn,

on the square in the heart of St. Austell, Cornwall.
Samuel Truscott had a Saddler Leather shop across
the street from the White Hart, and the tradition says
that is how they met. Samuel and Susan had five

children: James Lynn , born in 1855: Samuel Jo-
seph, bom in 1856 (he lived 15 months); Arthur,
born in 1858 (my Grandfather); Millwood, bom in
1861; and Susan Frances, born in 1863.

Samuel’s parents were George Truscolt and
Christina Thomas, of Tregascoe Farm, St. Stephens,
Comwall. George’s parents were John ruscott and
Elizabeth Andrews, of Resugga Farm, St. Stephens,
Comwall. John's parents were Digory Truscott and
Frances Andrew, of Gwendra.

Each of the Truscott children came 1o the
U.S. separately. The oldest, J. Lynn, eventually be-
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came head of Camden Fire Insurance Company in
Camden, NJ. The following tale is copied from an
out-of-print booklet about Camden Fire, “Cavalcade
of Camden Fire A.D. 1844, Sixth Decade":

“ .. We tiim now from the story of an inst-
tution to the story of @ man. Soon, as you will see,
the man and the institution become one story — and
the name of the man — J. Lynn Truscott - becomes
synonymous with that of The Camden Fire Insurance
Company.

“At the age of sixtcen James Lynn Truscott
had completed his education in a private school at
Lostwithiel, Cornwall, England. His schoolmaster, 2
Congregational minister named Stevens, must have
fired his imagination with the tale of America —the
land of opportunity for a young Englishman, The
Truscott family was & substantial one residing in St.
Austell, a town of about 4000 in those days, on the
St. Austell Bay, which is an estuary of the English
Channel. St. Austell was in the china clay district,
near the beaches, which England visited in the sum-
mer, near the harbor of Falmouth where ships sailed
for America. If St. Austell’s china clay could szil to
America, why not St. Austell’s native son?

“So, in October 1871 the brig *William and
Anthony’, a 300«ton vessel overloaded with china
clay, and bearing a passenger named James Lynn
Truscott, left the shores of Cormwall, sailed into the
English Channel and headed for an eleven-week
voyage that gave young Truscott thrills encugh to
last a life-time. Years later he could recall it vividly.
*The storms we passed through were so frequent and
continuous that it was a miracle that we were spared
to arrive at our destination,” wrote Truscott in 1921.
"I'he vessel’s bulwarks and slanchions on eitlier side,
from bow 1o sterm, were carried away, as were also
all boats, galley and cooking utensils which were on
the deck — figurehead and mainsail suftered in like
manner — the meat and water in casks on decks were
made unfit by the sea for use, and so we were left for
many davs with only the ship bread 1o eat and de-
pendent upon the rain for water to drink.

* ‘Between the gales, efforts were made 1o
throw cargo overboard to lighten the ship, which was
much overladen, and, in addition, the ship was leak-
ing badly and necessitated contineous pumping day
and night, which added much to the dangers to which
we were exposed, and you can imagine there was but
little hope, and 1 was accustomed, the only passen-
ger, to crawl into my bunk at night with my clothes

on, with a ship biscuit in cach pocket ready for any
emergency and in fact was called one night with the
word that the ship was sinking. The vessel was an
interesting wreck on arriving in Philadelphia and was
visited by many.’

“During the time of that momentous voy-
age, Truscott later recalled, the city of Chicago was
destroyed by fire — an event that is memorialized by
the Insurance Fraternity of the United States through
Fire Prevention Week.

“Once in safe harbor, ¢arly in January in
1872, Truscott proceeded to Camden and joined an
uncle who was agent for several insurance compa-
nies. [Note: the uncle was John W. Cheney, who
was married to Mary Cook, sister of J. Lynn's
mother Susan.] Soon afterward he secured a position
in the office of Brand and Cheney at 150 South
Fourth Street in the heart of the Philadelphia Insur-
ance District, Here he learned the business from the
ground up and was so successful that by 1881 he was
the ‘Co." in John W, Chency & Co. The next step
upward was a managerial position in the downtown
office of the Girard and Marine Insurance Company
and the title of Assistant Secretary by 1890."

The account states that by 1891 he became
Vice-President and Managing Underwriter of Cam-
den Fire, Later he became President and then Chair-
man of the Board. By 1910, at the age of 55 he was
“the dignified executive of one of American’s lead-
ing Insurance Companies™.

After describing his work, the artcle tells
about his personal life: “With all his tremendous
tasks he found time for a full religious and family
life. [He and his wife Mary C. P. Browning had ¢
children, 3 of whom died young.. There were 7
grandchildren, and at last count 26 great-
grandchildren, with 14 known great-great-
grandchildren.] He was a warden of St. Paul's P.E.
Church for 30 years, He was more than ordinarily
proud of his large family and extremely affectionate
as a father,” He retred from Camden Fire in 1930
and died in 1935.

J. Lyan's brother, Arthur (my Grandfather),
came to the US_in 1874, He had received his edu-
cation at Weston House School in St. Austell. By
1875 he was established as a clerk in an architect's
office in Philadelphia. Although he did not receive

(Sew Truscolr contirwed on page 34)







